
At our May meeting...

JOIN US FOR A
SOCIAL NIGHT
AT PICCOLO’S
Women love to chat, and our
group is no exception. This evening
is a great opportunity for new
members to get to know our long-
time members. And if anyone
wants to share her story about
the Arkansas trip, or the enor-
mous fish she caught at the CWF
Flyfishing Clinic, you are welcome
to do so. —Diane Meyer, Pro g r a m
C h a i r

How to Get There 
Piccolo’s is located at 3563 S. Monaco Parkway,
Denver, approx. one-half mile east of I-25 near
the southwest corner of Hampden and Monaco
in the King Soopers shopping center. Go to the
private banquet room on the right side of the
restaurant. We will be there!

DATE:
Tuesday, May 3, 2005

TIME:
5:30 - 6:30 Social Hour
6:30 - 7:30 Dinner (Optional, $10.00)
7:30 - 8:30 Program

PLACE:
Piccolo’s Restaurant
3563 S. Monaco Parkway, 
Denver

PLEASE BRING:
A donation for our monthly Raffle
A flyfishing friend   New guests are welcome!

MAY MEETING
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CLINIC SUCCESS: a large, camera-shy cuttbow



I f you plan to fish the Arkansas River but failed to get to the April program meeting, you missed
an excellent primer from Greg Felt, of ArkAngler Fly Shop in Salida, on how to fish that great
r i v e r, season by season. Not only that but you also missed receiving a copy of the “Central
Colorado Fishing Guide,” in which Greg contributed most of the articles. This fishing guide

is so complete on all aspects of fishing the Arkansas that I wouldn’t need to write this Back Cast
article if all of you either had come to the meeting or visited your local fly shop and picked up
a copy (I noticed several Denver flyshops have a supply of these).  But I digress.

G r e g ’s program was entitled “The Next 90 Days of Fishing the Arkansas.” a period from March
15 to June 15. Late March-early A p r i l ’s Blue-Wing Olive hatch requires the angler to watch the
weather and make plans to fish by 11 a.m. on stormy days. Start with a big dry (size 12-14 Para-
chute Adams, with a 14-16 beadhead Micro Mayfly (or a flashback pheasant tail, or a RS-2, or

B a r r’s emerger) 30” beneath it. Or, use a Golden Stone as your lead fly, trailed
by a Pheasant Tail or emerg e r.  Then when you see the hatch on the water
around 1:30 p.m., switch to a size 18 BWO as your second fly. If nothing
is working, switch to a Wooly Bugger, which is effective during this season. 
Tax-day Hatch

When water temperatures warm up to 54 degrees, watch out for the hatch-
ing Brachycentrus Caddis flies, which start their explosion near Canon City
and move up until, around April 30, they are out all over the Salida region.
What once was called the Mothers’Day Hatch has been changed to the Ta x
Day Hatch since water flows are now lower (250 cfs vs. 400 cfs of yesteryear)
and therefore the water is warmer earlier.
Greg notes that the pupa phase of the Caddis is not as important since the

caddis shoots to the top of the water so fast, causing the adults to skitter across the water. In the
evening, the females return to the water to lay their eggs; ergo, the popularity of adding a hot butt
caddis to your flybox! Here is Greg’s typical fishing schedule during this period:

9:30 – 10 a.m. – Fish size 16 foam back Caddis with a beadhead pupa 30-36” beneath it; then
later replace the dropper with an unweighted pupa.

12:30 p.m.  – Switch to a big dry fly (10-16 Rio Grande, H&L Variant, Royal Wu l ff) on top
with a 14-16 Elkhair Caddis dry behind. And always fish in the river above the blizzard of insects!
You won’t be able to see your flies in the hurricane of Caddis.

3 p.m. – Take a break: get lunch, take a nap, read a book. Or, the easily-bored will try some-
thing different, like a size 12 Prince Nymph behind a Royal Wu l ff, or a streamer, or a Zonker,
or a Don Puterbaugh special Muddler Minnow. 

5:30 p.m. to dark – Use a big, darker-colored fly and a hot butt Caddis.
A f t e r the hatch: Use big attractors on top with a little beadhead nymph behind.
Tactics on the river include looking upstream before you wade into the river and dividing the

river into parallel flow lines. “Fish with an upstream, in-line drive, hitting the most sensitive drifts
first and making the most casts to the lanes you have determined will hold the most fish.” 

D o n ’t stay in one place, cover an area and then keep moving on.  Moving up just a few paces
will change the depth of your nymph and may trigger a strike in the very same lane you were fish-
ing before.

R u n o ff Phase — There is no significant runoff on the Arkansas until around May 15.
Before that, if there is mud in the river, it is usually after a storm or another point source occur-
rence. Ark Angler can advise you where to move to get above the source of the mud. 

The river peaks around June 15 and wading can be treacherous in the high volume of water
(as much as 7,000 cfs). Golden Stones and Yellow Sallies are abundant during periods of high-
er water volume, June 15 to July 15. They are best fished from a boat since wading is diff i c u l t .
The Raffle

New member Glenda Bird was happy she attended this meeting, winning a $20 gift certificate
from The Hatch Fly Shop, the featured fly shop of the month. There were several multiple win-
ners, including Betty Peterson, Connie Rogers and (gasp) Funding Chair Jody Ye h l e. Jane Fran-
c e n was also a multiple winner, although she did not consider winning the CWF Traveling Fly-
box a cherished second prize. ✦

CWF Calendar
A p r. 30 Arkansas River

- May 1  . . . Weekend Club Tr i p

May  3  . . . Monthly Meeting

May  7  . . . . I m p romptu Tr i p :

Pactolus Fishing Club

May 10  . . . B o a rd Meeting

May 14  . . . Eagle River Club Tr i p

R e m i n d e r
Membership rosters are for your
personal use only and are not to 
be distributed for commercial 
p u r p o s e s .
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Welcome 
New Members

Linda Arroyo-Holmstrom . .Boulder
Glenda Bird  . . . . . . . . . . . .Aurora
Cheryl Carlson . . . . . . . . . .Littleton
Ann Howell  . . . . . . . . . . . .Aurora
Carey Lancaster  . . . . . . . .Co. Springs
Eileen Mast  . . . . . . . . . . . .Aurora
Alexis Ralston  . . . . . . . . . .Englewood

• 36 New Members enrolled in 2005

B A C K  C A S T
APRIL 2005 MEETING
BY ARLYS  WA R F I E L D

”On the
A r k a n s a s ,
d o n ’t stay in
one place,
cover the
a rea and
then keep
moving on.”
G R E G  F E LT,

A R K A N G L E R  F LY

S H O P

FOUL HOOKED: L i s a
Rattenni was packing up
her rod and reel to go
fishing on April 10th when
the Blizzard of 2005 hit.  So
she put away her waders
and geared up her snow girl
instead. — Ed.
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The Ute Indians were the original inhab-
itants of the Eagle Valley. The Eagle
River was named by the Indians who
said it has as many tributaries as there

are feathers in an eagle tail. The river main-
tains 100% wild trout within its banks.  As the
stream flows through Edwards, it takes on a
lower gradient feel and broadens. 
Directions  

To reach the Eagle, drive west on Hwy. I-
70 (from Denver) past the town of Vail.  We
will be concentrating our day between the
towns of  Edwards and Wolcott. A fine map
from Marty Bartholomew’s “Flyfisher‘s
Guide to Colorado,”  page 118, of the pub-
lic pull-offs is reproduced below.
Where to Meet  

We will meet at the Morrison Exit off Hwy.
I-70 at 6:45 a.m. in the T-Rex parking lot on
the right, with departure at 7:00 a.m.  The first
stop most likely will be at Silverthorne for
restroom/breakfast.  We will continue to

proceed west on Hwy. I-70 through the towns
of Vail and Edwards.  Three miles west of
Edwards we will access the Squaw Creek pub-
lic lease to commence fishing.
What to Bring  

Since the majority of the fish are about 12
inches, a 4- or 5-weight rod will be the tick-
et.  Anglers should be prepared to fish with
nymphs or droppers, but dry fly activity can
occur at any time. 

The current fishing reports are suggest-
ing midges and Blue-Wing Olives.  Hence,
size 18-20 Griffin Gnats,  size 14 – 22
Pheasant Tails, Princes, or Zebras with Barr
E m e rger trailers, gray biot midges, gray
RS2, eggs (may still be working), or size 18-
20 Adams. 

Bring lunch, snacks, water and layered
clothing since we will not be able to count on
the weather.
Questions?

Call Chris Juvan at 303-480-0985. ✦

GO FISH THE EAGLE RIVER
CLUB DAY TRIP, SATURDAY, MAY 14

BY CHRIS JUVA N,TRIPS CO-CHAIR
PLANNING A
FISHING TRIP?

SING 
“O, CANADA”

Consider the Red River near
C a l g a ry, Alberta, Canada.
This river boasts of monster
b rowns, glorious mountain
s c e n e ry and an all-aro u n d
good time. To find out more
about fishing British Colum-
bia and other Canadian
p rovinces and Rocky Moun-
tain destinations, pick up a
copy of the magazine, F l y
Fishing The West  o r go online
to w w w. f l y f i s h i n g w e s t . c o m
to get back issues. — D i a n e
M e y e r
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SNEAK PEEKS
BY CHRIS JUVAN, TRIPS CO-CHAIR

Sylvan Lake Weekend Trip, June 11-12
Camping, RV, Cabin Trip

Our first camping trip of the year will
be at Sylvan Lake!  The Lake is locat-
ed just south of the town of Eagle.
The area reminds me of a miniature Tr a p-
pers Lake (which is on our schedule in
July).  This has proven to be a good
place for our early summer trip while
we are waiting for ru n - o ff to end.   

T h e re are forty-six campsites with
RV hook ups.  For those of you who do
not want to rough it in a tent, there are
nine heated camper cabins with 6-per-
son occupancy, no smoking and no
animals in the cabins. The campgro u n d
has re s t room facilities and a shower
room. Not too rough! I anticipate some
members camping in tents and RVs and
enough participation for one, maybe
two, cabins being re n t e d .
H i s t o r y

What is now Sylvan Lake was built
in 1948 by Otto Zurc h e r.  Zurcher oper-
ated a mink ranch and used the lake for
fish culture. In the winter, ice was cut
f rom the lake and used to pre s e rv e
the mink pelts. One of western Col-
o r a d o ’s best kept secrets, Sylvan Lake
State Park is a haven for those who
enjoy the outdoors. 

S u rrounded by the White River

National Forest, Sylvan Lake offers a
spectacular setting for small boat (belly
boats) and off s h o re fishing, a gre a t
spot for picnicking, hiking and outdoor
photography at the foot of beautiful
wooded mountains. 
R e s e r ve Now

F u rther information including cabin
combinations can be obtained by call-
ing 1-970-328-2021, M-F, 8 - 4:30 (MDT)
or re s e rvations can be made thro u g h
w w w. R e s e rv e U S A . c o m.  It would be
wise to make your re s e rvations earli-
er since this is a popular camping des-
t i n a t i o n .
Getting T h e re

Take Eagle exit south from I-70.
Continue west on Highway 6 and take
your second left on Bro a d w a y. Head
south on Broadway until 5th St. and turn
left. Take 5th to Capitol and turn right.
At the next stop sign turn left.   This is
County Road 307. It is also Bru s h
C reek Road. Continue south fro m
Eagle. Ten miles south of town the
road will fork. Veer right. Sylvan is
another five miles south on West Bru s h
Creek Road. 
Q u e s t i o n s ?

Call Chris Juvan at 303-480-0985. 

I M P R O M P T U  T R I P
JOIN US FISHING PRIVATE
WATER ON SAT., MAY 7
BY CHRIS JUVA N,  TRIPS
C O - C H A I R

If you missed the April program meeting,
you do not know about the special invitation
to fish private waters at the Pactolus Fly
Fishing Club, located between Rollinsville

and Nederland on Hwy. 119. Members who
wish to take advantage of this unusual no-fee
opportunity are asked to meet there at 8:30
a.m. so that all will be on the water by 9 a.m.
History of the Club

The Pactolus Fly Fishing Club is named
after one of the earlier area developers, the
Pactolus  Mining Company, which was only
successful in tearing up the local  environment
and then they went broke.   

The word “Pactolus” comes from the
fable of King Midas and the golden touch.  To
cleanse himself from his curse he had to
cleanse himself in the Pactolus River, which
turned the river to gold. The river today is rich
with lots of cold water.

In the late 1940s, the Denver Water Board
decided to make South Boulder Creek into
a river by diverting a zillion acre-feet of
foreign water per year through the Moffat Wa t e r
Tunnel. The natural drainage basin is 70
square miles.  The Denver Water Board has
built a gravity drainage system that covers
1,000 square miles. Last summer during the
height of the drought the river had 40 cfs of
water that never reached over 62 degrees.  Run-
ning the water through a 7-mile tunnel also
helps to cool the water.

The goal of Pactolus Fly Fishing Club is
to reclaim the land and make a first class fly
fishing club. The sale of club memberships
is a needed cash flow element to keep the recla-
mation project afloat.  The sale of river cob-
ble also adds to the cash flow. ✦

Fraser River Day Trip
Saturday, June 25

The Fraser River forms near Wi n t e r
Park in the Roosevelt National Forest of
Grand County, then flows northwest ru n-
ning generally parallel to US Highway 40
to its confluence with the Colorado
River near Granby and Silver Creek. It
is a sister tributary to the Williams Fork
and Blue rivers to the west, sharing
much of their classic scenic beauty.
Its entire length is only about 24-25
miles, of which about nine miles flows
t h rough the gorgeous Fraser Canyon.  

We will be fishing outside of the
town of Fraser.  We will take the short
walk to the river (less than a mile,

easy and flat) along the railroad tracks
behind the former Nelson Fly Fishing
S t o re. 

Stay tuned to the June newsletter
for updated information. Since it will be
at the end of run off we may have to
d i v e rt to the Colorado River or Wi l l i a m s
Fork if the water is too high.
Getting T h e re

F rom DENVER: Take I-70 west to exit
#232, on to U.S. Hwy. 40, travel appro x-
imately 28 miles, passing through the
towns of Empire, Berthoud Falls and
Winter Park (approximately 70 miles total
f rom Denver) into Fraser.

Save the Dates
The CWF Family Picnic is will be held
Tu e s d a y, July 12th at Prospect Park.
M o re information, directions and final
times will be in the June and July
newletters. Diane Kyncl is the commit-
tee chair for this event. 

Please join us and be part of our CWF
team for the Susan G. Komen Race-For-
T h e - C u re run/walk (We walk.Yes! We
definitely walk), which will be held on
Sunday morning, October 2nd.  Jane
Francen will be our Team Captain.
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THE CWF A N N U A L RIVER CLEAN-UP, WHICH TOOK PLACE AT BEAR CREEK
on April 9th, was an astounding success. The weather prediction for snow kept away a few

Club members, but we had 22 others show up. Fortunately, the weath-
er turned out to be wonderful during our work day. Bear Creek was not
exceptionally dirty  — it had just the right amount of trash. 

After our clean-up, we had an excellent lunch — with thanks to
Georgia Peterson and her c re w — of bratwursts and hot dogs with all
the fixings  in Little Park, a nice, small, secluded Denver park with tables,
restrooms, grill and plenty of parking right on Bear Creek.  

Jim Canon from the Blue Quill Angler in Evergreen presented an excel-
lent  hands-on interactive class in entomology.  Bear Creek is an ento-
m o l o g i s t ’s delight; we all learned how to better identify bugs and came
away better equipped to find the right fly to tie on. ✦

C W F  R I V E R  C L E A N - U P  
A GREAT BUGGY TRASH DAY ON BEAR CREEK
BY MARION ROPER,  CLEAN-UP DAY CHAIR

”... a BIG
thank-you to
Marion for
all the work
she did on
setting up
this event.”
J O A N I E  M C C O R D ,

S P E C I A L

P R O J E C T S  C H A I R

CWF Clean-up Chair
Marion Roper
a d d resses the
t ro o p s .

Sandy Wright and
friends identify their
b u g s .

Jim Canon of the Blue
Quill Angler has a 
rapt audience for his
entomology lesson.

I n s t ructor Jim Canon examines the catch.

Kathleen Gray and Cathy Poirier are pro u d
of their “catch.”

The camera catches Chris Juvan, Lisa
Rattenni and Clean-up Chair, Marion Roper.


