
At our September  meeting...

FISHING THE
GREEN RIVER
with Jim Cohen

Some of the best flyfishing in Utah
is on the Green River. Jim Cohen —
a long-time guide for Old Moe Guide
Service in Dutch John, UT —will give
us the scoop on fishing this produc-
tive water.

Jim is an expert in streamer fish-
ing and tying flies.  He has also
guided Vice President Dick Cheney. 

—Diane Meyer, Program Chair

F u t u re Dates
October Speaker: Chris Wells,
“Fishing the Upper Colorado and
Williams Fork Rivers”

December Holiday Party: This
year the party will be at the Arvada
Center on Sunday, December 4th.
Not only is this a holiday party for
your whole family, but it is also
our Razzle Dazzle Raffle and
Silent Auction extravaganza.
Trust me … this is not an event to
be missed! —Joanie McCord ,
Special Projects Chair

How to Get There 
Piccolo’s is located at 3563 S. Monaco Parkway,
Denver, approx. one-half mile east of I-25 near
the southwest corner of Hampden and Monaco
in the King Soopers shopping center. Go to the
private banquet room on the right side of the
restaurant. We will be there!

DATE:
Tuesday, September 6, 2005

TIME:
5:30 - 6:30 Social Hour
6:30 - 7:30 Dinner  (Optional, $10.00)
7:30 - 8:30 Program

PLACE:
Piccolo’s Restaurant
3563 S. Monaco Parkway (near the corner of
Hampden), Denver

PLEASE BRING:
A donation for our monthly Raffle
A flyfishing friend   New guests are welcome!
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Elizabeth Gillespie, resource stewardship coordinator with Colorado State Parks, intro-
duced the group to the newest scourge in the formerly pristine waters of the state — m y r i o -
phyllum spicaturm, a.k.a. the Eurasian Watermilfoil, a highly invasive weed which has
been seen as near as Boulder Creek where it flows into the St. Vrain River, Stanley Lake’s

open space ponds, the Marston Reservoir and Bow Mar Lake.
A native of Europe, Asia and North Africa, this weed was introduced into the U.S. in the

1940s as a plant favored by aquarium owners and now can be seen in 40 states!  It forms extreme-
ly dense monotypic stands due to its rapid growth (one foot in a week). A tiny fragment of the
weed can take root and once in place its spread is almost impossible to stop.

Ms. Gillespie handed out brochures, which not only describe the weed but also contain draw-
ings so that Club members can be on the lookout when
they begin fishing, or when they leave the river and
inspect their waders and boots. Basically, the weed
is identified by its four feather-like leaves at each
stem section and its reddish flowering stems  on the
w a t e r’s surface. It has extremely dense growth,
like a mat, where established.
Effects of the Weed 

The weed clogs reservoirs, rivers and irrigation
canals; it displaces all native vegetation; it costs mil-
lions of dollars to control; it snags fishing hooks and
fouls boat propellers. But, more importantly, it
spoils water quality and can damage habitat for
gamefish and wildlife. It reduces water circula-
tion, causing lower levels of oxygen, creates stag-
nant water and increases water temperature. Notably,
fish are smaller in areas that contain the weed for all
these reasons.
H ow You Can Help

Club members are asked to notify Ms. Gillespie
at elizabethgillespie@state.co.us or call her at 303-
866-3202, ext. 335 to report sightings of the weed.

When leaving the river, either rinse off your boots and waders away from the river or, since
it is difficult to carry that much water, put them in baggies to take home and examine and clean.

A discussion of other aquatic scourges followed — the mud snail, the curly leaf pondweed
and the purple loosestrife — along a report that  soaking gear for 5 minutes in Formula 409
to kill off the dreaded New Zealand mud snail. (Members should be aware that extensive num-
bers of mud snails have been sighted in the South Platte in Eleven Mile Canyon. Give special
attention to your gear when leaving that river.)
THE RAFFLE

Gayle Civish was rewarded for bringing a potential new member to the meeting: She won
not one but two items in the Raffle. She shared that multiple-prize distinction with Ann How-
e l l, who won a lapel pin and a dozen flies from the Whirling Disease Foundation; Marion Roper,
who took home the Pat Dorsey Fly-of-the-Month and another lapel pin; and me (!), who won
yet one more lapel pin and a fly box of nymph assortments. Cathy Poirier was also a dupli-
cate “winner,” taking home the CWF Traveling Fly Box and a cute decorative fly pin for her
hat, donated by Susan Kelley. ✦

CWF Calendar
Sept.  6  . . . . . Monthly Meeting

Sept. 10-11  . . Weekend Club Tr i p :

Yampa River

Sept. 13 . . . . . B o a rd Meeting

• Entry Fee Due for

the “Race for the 

C u re” (see p. 11)

Sept. 24 . . . . . Club Day Tr i p :

Rocky Mountain
National Park

Oct.  2  . . . . . . “Race for the C u re ”

Oct.  8  . . . . . . Club Day Tr i p :

Blue River
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Taylor Windes  . . . . . Centennial                           
Julie Bowles  . . . . . . Highlands Ranch                                                
Sharyn Landis  . . . . . Highlands Ranch                                                 
Pam Briggs  . . . . . . . Boulder                                                          
Sarah Catlin  . . . . . . . Grand Junction 

• 49 New Members enrolled in 2005

B A C K  C A S T
AUGUST 2005 PROGRAM MEETING
BY ARLYS  WA R F I E L D

FOUL-HOOKED: Diane Kyncl has
a l e rted us that the attribution in
J u l y ’s “Last Cast” quotation is
i n c orrect. Although Paul Quinnet has
contributed many interesting and
cogent quotations to flyfishing lore ,
he did not write this one about
j o u rnal writing. John Gierach did. In
his book, “At the Grave of the
Unknown Fisherman,” John devotes
Chapter 7 to the flyfisher’s journ a l ,
and it is a good reason for Club
members to pick up a copy. 
In the meantime, here is one more
excerpt from that chapter wort h
quoting: “Some of us pore over our
past journals looking for average
hatch dates, best flies, or some
other secret. Others hardly ever look
back but get some satisfaction fro m
just putting a year of fishing down
on paper. ”— Ed.

Welcome 
New Members

The Eurasian Watermilfoil is identified
by its four feather-like leaves at  each
stem section; each leaf has 14 to 24
pairs of divisions, several more than
native plants; reddish flowering stems
grow at  the water surface;  and it
exhibits extremely dense growth
where established.

A c c o rding to a recent re p o rt from the Outdoor Industry Association, which of these
sports had the greatest participation jump among women from 2003 to 2004? 
A: Cross-country skiing    B: Flyfishing    C: Trail running    D: Kayaking

ANSWER:



The Yampa River headwaters begin in
the Flat Tops Wilderness Area above
the town of Yampa. Bear River and
Chimney Creek merge to become the

Yampa. The river flows unimpeded until
it reaches Stagecoach Reservoir. 

The river below Stagecoach Reser-
v o i r, through the town of Steamboat
Springs, a 6-mile distance, down to Lake
Catamount, has spectacular fishing for fat
rainbows and browns above, and even
pike and small mouth bass down river.

September is a great month to fish
the Yampa because the Baetis come off
then, and every hungry trout knows it.

We will be staying at a KOA f a c i l i t y,
located two miles west of Steamboat.
The park accommodates tents and trailers,
and there are cabins available to rent as well.
Their phone number is 1-970-879-0273.
D i re c t i o n s

Take I-70 west to Silverthorne. Turn right
at Silverthorne onto Highway 9 and go north
to Kremmling. Turn left onto Highway
40 and proceed north, over Rabbit Ears Pass
and on into Steamboat Springs.
What to Bring

Bring clothing and rain gear for the sea-
son; it will be getting cold at night.  

Fishing gear:  5-weight rods for trout and

7-9 weight rods with metal leaders for
pike. Refer to Marty Bartholomew’s Fly-
fishers Guide to Colorado, pg. 373, for more
detail on pike line setup.  Black bunny flies
size 1/0 to 3/0 are the flies of choice for pike.  

For trout: Mayfly nymphs, such as
RS-2s, 16-24; Pheasant Tails, Barr’s Emerg-
ers, 16-22, Blue Wing Olives, Parachute
Adams 12-22.  Midge patterns, such as
Black Beauties, Brassies, Blood Midges, 16-
24, and Griffith ’s Gnats. 

Streamers and Grasshoppers may also
be good to have. Also check with Steam-
b o a t ’s local flyshops,  Steamboat Fishing
Company and the Bucking Rainbow for rec-
ommended patterns.
Q u e s t i o n s ?

Call either Chris Juvan at 303-480-
0985 or Carol Stegink at 303-771-2078. ✦
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It is the last Club trip of the year, so come join
us for some great fall fishing in Rocky
Mountain National Park (RMNP).  We will
be hoping for cool and sunny fall weather

after the long hot summer! There will be two
options for this trip – one will involve hiking
to the planned fishing spot (about 3 miles
each way) and the other will require little to no
walking to reach the planned fishing spot. We
are planning on fishing at The Loch (which has
hybrid cutthroats) and/or Mills Lake (which has
rainbows) for the hiking destinations and
Sprague Lake for the non-hiking destination.
Sprague Lake contains brookies and it is quite
shallow so wading should be possible.
Meeting Place and Time

These lakes are all accessed via the Beaver
Meadows Entrance just outside of Estes
Park. We will meet at Kirks Mountain A d v e n-
tures (fly shop – www.kirksflyshop.com) on
the main road in Estes Park between 8:30 and
8:45.  The fly shop is right next to the Dairy
Queen, and there is all day parking in the lot
next to the Dairy Queen.  We can group up
there so that we only take a few cars into the
park and can share the park entrance fee
which is $20 per car.
Directions

From Denver, take I-25 north to exit 243.
Exit and continue to CO-66 going towards
L o n g m o n t / Lyons for .3 miles, then turn left
onto CO-66.  Continue on CO-66 for 15.9
miles, turn right onto Main Street/US-36

West/CO-66 West in Lyons and continue to
follow US-36 West for 20.3 miles, then turn
left onto US 36/Elkhorn Ave and go .2 miles
to Kirk’s – next to the Dairy Queen.  

The drive should take a little more than an
hour and a half from central Denver.  Sprague

Lake is about 6 miles from the Beaver Lake
Entrance on the Bear Lake Road, and the
trailhead for the other two lakes is at the Bear
Lake parking lot – about 8 miles from the Beaver
Lake Entrance on the Bear Lake Road.  Maps
will be provided upon entering the Park.
Gear

Bring a 4-or 5-weight rod and a good
selection of commonly used flies. When we
meet at Kirks, we will confirm that the cho-
sen lakes for this trip are open and fishing well
– as conditions change quickly in the Park.
Flies that have been working well include small
bead-head Pheasant Tails, Copper Johns,
Stimulators, Foam-wing Ants, Parachute
Adams and Caddis Larvae. We will also
confirm at Kirks which flies have recently been
working well, to make sure we have the lat-
est information.

Make sure to bring layered clothing, rain
gear and a warm hat and gloves (if you are hik-
ing).  Hikers will probably want to hike in hik-
ing shoes and then change to waders at the lake.
Hikers should also pack plenty to drink and
a lunch and snacks.  While the hikers may not
have as much time to fish as those fishing at
Sprague Lake, the views along the way to the
lake should be excellent compensation for hav-
ing less time on the water.

If we are lucky, we may get to hear the
bugling of the elk at the end of the day.  A l s o ,
depending on the level of interest, we may plan
to meet for dinner and swap fishing stories in
Estes Park before heading home.
Questions?

Please call Debbie Seiden at 303-757-
1302 with any questions.     ✦

GO FISH THE YAMPA RIVER 
CLUB WEEKEND CAMPING TRIP, SEPTEMBER 10-11

BY CAROL STEGINK,  TRIPS CO-CHAIR

SNEAK PEEK
A CLUB DAY TRIP

Blue River 
(Fishing for Kokanee) 
Saturday, October 8 

Fishing for Kokanee salmon in the fall is
always so much fun.  We usually find our-
selves on the East River, but the Blue just
above Green Mountain Reservoir also
has a great run of Koks traveling up river
to spawn.

We will be fishing in an area that is well
removed from road traffic and noise. The
spot is located off Heeney Bridge, nort h
of Silvert h o rne on CO Highway 9.  It’s only
a little more than an hour to get there fro m
D e n v e r, and the autumn scenery itself will
make the trip worthwhile.  

I t ’s also a good trip to practice your
s t reamer fishing.

T h e re will be more information in the
October newsletter. — C a rol Stegink,
Trips Co-chair

GO FISH ROCKY MOUNTAIN NAT’L PARK
CLUB DAY  TRIP, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

BY DEBBIE SE IDEN, TRIP COORDINATO R
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The day was beautiful and the weather,
great—blue skies and no wind — in
the morning.  Fourteen members came
to fish.  Some came to fish the reser-

voir with their belly boats; others came to fish
the river.  Sherri Moore and S u z a n n e
Sneed (in town for a visit from her new home
in Cleveland) were belly boating for the
first time and seemed to love paddling
around in the water.

On the reservoir, the fishing was great
but there was no catching . . . so-o-o-o around
12:30 p.m. they —C h r i s, C r a i g e and a few
others — came over to the river. The Dream
Stream fished a little better.  There were ris-
ers in the early morning for a good Tr i c o
hatch.  Phyllis Vi n s o n and I hooked  sever-
al nice fish but were unable to net them.
These fish are very tough to land on a size 22
hook.  For the rest of the day nymphing was

more productive — and more fish were caught
throughout the morning. Linda Price did a nice
job bringing in her fish. A couple fish were
caught on dry flies later in the afternoon.

The day was cut short by dark clouds,
wind, thunder and lightening, which came in
around 3 p.m.  Most members went home at
that time, but Connie Centenio, C h r i s, C r a i g e,
S h e r r i and S u z a n n e went over to Badger
Basin and, from what I hear, did well there.✦

C L U B  T R I P  R E P O R T
SPINNEY MOUNTAIN RESERVOIR AND DREAM STREAM TRIP, SATURDAY, JULY 23
BY CAROL STEGINK,  TRIPS CO-CHAIR

S H O W ‘ I M T H E L O V E:  Linda Price demonstrates that it’s all about the careful handling you give that makes that fine fish smile for you.

Early Friday morning Club members began to arrive in beau-
tiful Taylor Park. As it turned out, Chris Juvan and Craige Stain-
t o n were right in front of Cal and C a rol Stegink coming down
from Cottonwood Pass. The weather was perfect.

We began the morning by fishing on the upper Ta y l o r. T h e
river holds small fish, but they are definitely a challenge to catch because
they are so fast. We were able to fool quite a few with Caddis pat-
terns off the top.  

After a few hours we went to the area below the dam where the
really big fish are, and to our surprise, Phyllis Vi n s o n was already
there exercising fish.  She was on a “Mysis Shrimp Theme Tr i p ” —
fishing on the three rivers in Colorado that have Mysis Shrimp in
them.  (FYI:  These are the Frying Pan, the Taylor and the Blue.) F i s h-
ing was pretty good that afternoon.  It rained off and on, but several
fish were hooked and landed.  Landing them is the hard part.

Chris and Craige stayed in Almont that night and met up with N a n c y
B u r d e t t e and Sarah Catlin, both from Grand Junction.  I hear that
there is quite a nice group of women flyfishers forming in Grand Junc-

tion.  Connie Centenio was also able to make the trip.
Saturday we fished in two groups.  The Almont campers went

to fish the East River and Cal, Carol and Phyllis, who camped near
the reservoir, went back to try their luck again with the big boys below
the dam.

On the East River Craige caught a Kokanee salmon, the first of
the season. They could be seen beginning to stack up in the deep holes.
Quite a few rainbows were  caught near the Roaring Judy Fish Hatch-
ery and in the ponds near there.  Cal, Carol and Phyllis were all able
to hook into some beautiful fish below the dam.  Phyllis even had
a double hook-up and was able to land one of them. 

We all met later in the afternoon on the lower Taylor and fished
at several different pull-outs.  Fishing was only fair and when
Chris fell in the river and hurt her knee, fishing stopped for the day.

Sunday, a few stayed to fish the upper Taylor again and caught
quite a lot of fish throughout the morning.  All in all we had a great
trip, lots of laughs, a beautiful campfire and the cooperative weath-
er.  Everyone caught fish, too.  ✦

C L U B  T R I P  R E P O R T
TAYLOR RIVER CAMPING TRIP, AUGUST 13-14
BY CAROL STEGINK,  TRIPS CO-CHAIR
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Nancy Sherman began the research
necessary for this expedition last
s u m m e r.  She had read an article sev-
eral years ago about flyfishing for

Silver (Coho) salmon in the Thorne River on
Prince of Wales Island and started making pre-
liminary plans last fall. Her preparations
included researching when to go, where to stay,
availability of guides, and costs. Nancy and
Jane Francen planned on making the trip
together until Arlys Warfield and I heard
about it. We made our reservations the sec-
ond after we learned that Nancy and Jane
encouraged us to join them  — and that
there was room available for us with them at
the Welcome Inn Bed and Breakfast in T h o r n e
Bay, Alaska.  

In addition to reducing the cost of the rental
truck and lodging, four anglers provided the
right mix of companionship and comaraderie
in the search for Silvers.
Job One: Preparations

Nancy is one of the best anglers in CWF
and researched the trip extensively. It was clear
from the beginning the important functions
she would fulfill on this trip; the roles for the
rest of us became more obvious as the trip pro-
gressed.  

Nancy had fished for King salmon (Chi-
nook) on Kodiak Island and had harbored a
desire to fish for Silvers for several years.
Based on her research and guidance, my
preparation time was greatly reduced.  Speak-
ing with her increased my anticipation; Sil-
vers are second only to King Salmon in size
and are known to be fierce fighters.  One of
N a n c y ’s last preparations was to advise us of
the weather forecast. After I read it, I packed
more rain gear.

The four of us met the Sunday before we
left and discussed what clothes, gear and
flies to take. Significantly, the float plane
that would take us from Ketchikan, Alaska to
Thorne Bay on Prince of Wales Island restricts
passengers to 40 pounds of luggage. At the
meeting, we had to decide who would take the
hair dryer,  who would take radios for the river,
how much and what kind of bug repellant to
take, etc.  (On the next trip, I will leave the
radios, hair dryer and fishing net at home.)  

In addition, Nancy informed us that she had
obtained her Alaska fishing license on-line. A s
a result, the rest of us decided to do the same
to save some time when we landed on the island.

Nancy also had obtained a road map from the
U. S. Forestry Service, and we began to
understand from it how many rivers there
were to explore in our search for Silvers.  

From this meeting, I had several last
minute actions to take to complete my prepa-
rations. First, I purchased my Alaska fishing

license. Next, I raid-
ed my husband’s
workshop for a pair
of 6” needle-nose
pliers (necessary to
take flies out of the
mouths of larg e ,
aggressive salmon,

who have big teeth). I also purchased a hook
sharpener and OX tippet.  And finally, I
packed many kitchen trash bags. These func-
tioned as dirty laundry bags, trash bags in our
rented truck and bags to carry wet waders and
boots back home.  By Friday night, there was
not much left to do other than try to sleep,
despite the excitement and anticipation.
Travel Day

The day that Nancy had planned for over
a year had finally arrived. We got to the air-
port with ample time to spare; however, our
plane was late. We passed the time chatting
and worrying whether we would make our con-
nections and if the Silvers would be run-
ning. Not to worry about our connections; we
were booked on the last float plane out to Prince
of Wales Island and Nancy had plenty of
b u ffer time built into the schedule.  Howev-
e r, she had several attacks of the anticipation
nasties as we waited in the airport. At one point,
I thought that either she or Arlys was going
to take out a rod and practice casting in the
terminal. Finally, the plane arrived and we were
o ff – but had we timed the trip to catch the run-
ning of Silver salmon?

We arrived in Thorne Bay safely and were
greeted by one-half of our B&B hosts, Ti m
Lindseth. We spent the evening getting settled
in and met Ti m ’s wife, Theresa. As the week
wore on, it became more and more obvious
what a wonderful place their home is to spend
time in. They made our stay comfortable,
relaxed and enjoyable. They are active mem-
bers of their community and have extensive
knowledge of Prince of Wales Island. They were
always interested in knowing what our needs
were and how they could help meet them.
Despite our long days of strenuous exercise

fishing the island rivers, I think we all gained
weight because of the delicious breakfasts and
dinners that Theresa cooked for us. T h e y
were gracious hosts and come highly rec-
ommended by all four of us.
Day One

The weather was hot and dry and had
been for about a week before we arrived. A
key and unpredictable component to any
fishing trip is Mother Nature. We wondered
what effect this weather would have on the
salmon and in particular the Silvers.  Because
of the unpredictability of Mother Nature, we
knew that we had to be flexible about what we
would fish for and where. We had no control
over the weather, and, as with CWF trips, we
hoped we were prepared and went fishing!

We rented a truck with an extended crew
cab for the week from Tim and T h e r e s a .
This is where my role and A r l y s ’ role became
apparent. I was the designated driver based
on my experience driving the Mother Ship,
and Arlys became the navigator. We drove only
approximately four miles from our B&B to
the location where we spent most of the first
d a y. We fished the Thorne River near Grav-
elly Creek. The salmon were obviously hold-
ing in the river, but could we catch them
and were they Silvers?

We fished for a short period of time and
of course, we caught fish. At first the excite-
ment was getting a hit and later, landing a
salmon. The salmon we caught were all
Pinks (Humpies). Pinks are fighters, partic-
ularly the males. It was a hoot to hear your
line go screaming out when one hit your fly,
and then have to work hard to keep it on and

N O R T H  T O  A L A S K A
IN SEARCH OF SILVERS
BY ANNE N ICHT ING

This August
four CWF
m e m b e r s
flyfished for
Silver salmon
on Prince of
Wales Island.

SOCKEYE TO ME: Nancy brought in the only
Red  salmon caught. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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land it. I had never beforeused a “fighting butt”
on a fly rod but came to appreciate its utili-
ty when landing big, fighting fish. The great
numbers of salmon cannot be comprehend-
ed unless you see them. As you approach the
shore and scare the fish, they scatter off and
cause a wave in the stream because of their
huge numbers in the river. From sheer enjoy-
ment in the morning, to catching and landing
Pinks, the afternoon wore on to “teasing” the
Pinks with a fly and hoping one would not take
it because of the effort to land and release it.

The day ended at Staney Creek near a U.S.
Forest Service cabin, based on a recom-
mendation from another angler staying at
our B&B. It was a bust. 

We left there and headed to Craig and a
meeting with our guide. But in our excitement
to search for Silvers, we had left the guide con-
tact information at the B&B and did not
recall the name of the lodge or guide service.
Thus, like all knowledgeable travelers, we head-
ed to the local police station! The police dis-
patcher was extremely helpful  and soon we
located where to meet our guide. The rest of
the evening was spent visiting with our guide,
Tom Miller, and devising our strategy for
the next day.  Our goals were clearly com-
municated to Tom: we’re here to catch Silvers.  
Day Two

Tom Miller has guided on Prince of Wa l e s
Island for two summers and also guides in our
own backyard – on the San Juan River.  He
took us to several of his favorite spots on the
island, including Maybeso Creek, the Harris
River and Upper Staney Creek.  More impor-
t a n t l y, he provided us with salmon flies that
he tied for us and they worked like a charm,
keeping the foul hook count low.  In addition,

he showed us effective stripping and landing
techniques — Tom is one of the best guides
I have ever fished with.  

We caught many Pinks with Tom. But he
would not let us leave our last spot for the day
until all four us had caught and landed a
Chum (Dog Salmon). After many attempts,
Jane caught and landed the first Chum. We
all learned an important lesson from Jane –
use a sink tip line!  (Tom also added that a
medium sink tip line is the line of choice among
Alaskan guides.)  I was pleasantly surprised
that Jane caught the first Chum; based on her
experience I thought that Nancy would be the
one.  But Jane was full of pleasant surprises,
including many funny jokes and leading us
as our athletic director in morning bump ’n
grind exercises.  

We left this final spot successfully; we all
landed a Chum. This is no small feat when you
see pictures of the size of this salmon vari-
e t y.  At the end of the day, we had caught and
landed two of the five types of Pacific salmon,
but we had not landed any Silvers.

It may sound redundant, but Nancy insist-
ed upon an important component to her plan
for this trip. Specifically, she knew the impor-
tance of hiring a local guide during the first part
of our trip.  In addition to learning the flies to
use, techniques and areas to fish, she appreciated
the insight that only a local guide would pro-
vide us.  Nancy’s plans and preparations made
this a very affordable and enjoyable trip. In ret-
rospect, I think using a local guide early in the
trip is paramount.  I loved our “do it on your
own” aspect and know that not using a local
guide early on would have changed my per-
spective and enjoyment of this trip.
Days Three Through Five

We started Day Three with a leisurely
morning at the B&B. The previous day we had
spent approximately 12 hours fishing with To m .
The intensity of fishing a long day with an 8-
weight rod was driven home to me when I
awoke several times during the night casting
with my right hand in my sleep, attempting
to set the hook. As a result, we all enjoyed the
thought of fishing Luck Creek with our 5-
weight rods in search of Dolly Varden and Cut-
throat trout.  

The day was glorious and yet another
hoot! The Audubonist, Nancy, found sever-
al semipalmated plovers. Arlys found two rosy-
breasted pushovers. 

We ended by hiking down Luck Creek (an
inlet to Luck Lake) and fishing the lake for
trout. It was a spectacular day, but the fish-
ing was not that great – at the start.  Nancy
hollered at one point, when she saw a round
bewhiskered face and three smaller ones in
the lake near the inlet – a family of otters.  

After being skunked on the lake, we start-
ed fishing the inlet and soon learned that
we had to cut our leaders way down – it
was salmon hitting our flies! I fished Tom
Miller’s special salmon fly and had a blast

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

CHUMS:  Anne and Tom gather together to show off her biggest fish — the Dog Salmon.

PINKS ON THE MOVE:  Jane stirs up a fish frenzy as she walks among the Humpies.

CONTINUED FR OM PAGE 5
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hooking and landing Pinks. Meanwhile,
Arlys used a Woolly Bugger and caught sev-
eral cutthroat.  We also spotted a dozen or so
Red (Sockeye) salmon moving up Luck
Creek.  Nancy, the skilled angler that she is,
landed one.  On our hike back out, we all agreed
that it was a spectacular day and a spot that
we would like to come back to and fish.
But it was not high on our list for the upcom-
ing days because there were no Silvers.

Days Four and Five were spent searching
the island from North to South and West to East
for Silvers. We fished Log Jam Creek with no
luck except for Pinks.  Arlys did have luck catch-
ing one smallish Silver (a “jack”) at Horseshoe
Hole.  We spent several hours driving north to
Whale Pass and fishing for Silvers at the out-
let to Neck Lake. Arlys and I attracted primordial
Sculpin with our salmon flies and Nancy had
the pleasure of watching a bear walk along the
stream on the bank across from her.  

Our trek to the north for Silvers was to no
avail, but we learned an important lesson
here: when fishing in a stream that is influenced
by the tide, read the tide charts and fish the two
or three hours b e f o re high tide because the fish
are more aggressive at this time. At the end of
the day we wondered whether we would
find Silvers before the end of the week? We
only had one day left.  Should we leave ear-
lier and make the long trek back to Whale Pass
the next day to fish before high tide, or try anoth-
er spot on the island?

The bright spot of Day Five was the tor-
rential and never-ending rain. If the rain
kept up overnight, we knew the streams
would be roaring the next day, our final day
on the island. In the end, we agreed to explore
the island further and try another spot.  Sev-
eral sources, including our guide and B&B
host told us that the Klawock River was a like-

ly spot to fish for Silvers.  And the tide was
with us.  High tide was approximately 1:30
p.m. Even with a leisurely morning, we
would reach the river at the right time.
The Last Day

We arrived at the Klawock River around
9:30 a.m. with a light, steady rain falling. We
all spread out. Nancy placed herself strategically
in a narrow channel where the Silvers would
have to come through as they swam up from
the bay. Arlys and Jane fished nearer some
rapids that were further upstream from Nancy.
I went downstream from Nancy.  Occasion-
a l l y, I would glance up and see that Arlys was
moving further toward the bay, while Jane was
either landing a fish or in the bushes picking
berries.  (We did not encounter many black
bears but saw what attracted them to the
river – tons of fish and loads of thimbleber-
ries and other berries.)

After about an hour on the river, it became
obvious that the tide was bringing in fish. T h e
water level started to rise and the salmon
started to hit hard.  We were suspicious that
they were Silvers; we were not catching
many fish that we would identify as males and
their coloration below the lateral line was
s i l v e r.  However, above the lateral line the col-
oration was that of a Pink and they had the shape
of female Pinks. We were run off the river
around 1:00 p.m. because of the rising tide and
decided to head to the local fish hatchery.

At the hatchery we met John from Mon-
tana.  John manages the hatchery and educated
us about distinguishing between Silvers and
Pinks. Pinks have spots throughout their tails;
Silvers only have spots on the upper part of
their tails. Based on this knowledge, we knew
that we had been catching Silvers all morn-
ing. We hightailed it as fast as we could back
to the Klawock River — to catch more Silvers.
By the time we arrived, the stream and chan-

nel that we had been fishing was under the influ-
ence of high tide and now looked like a lake.
We tried again to reach the channels holding
the Silvers, but we could not reach them.
Even Arlys was not tall enough.  After an hour
or two of trying, I left the river a trite sad know-
ing that it was my last day, but with a smile
because our search had been successful.

The real “Silver” in the trip was the won-
derful companionship of Nancy, Arlys and
Jane on what for me was a trip of a lifetime.
Every day was a new adventure with lots of
laughs and surprises. CWF offers many ben-
efits to its members.The opportunity to meet
and get to know like-minded women  – on
a fishing expedition to Alaska – is priceless.
I hope other women in the Club take advan-
tage of the opportunity that CWF offers to get
to know other women anglers and search for
Silver with them. ✦

CONTINUED FR OM PAGE 6

DESTINY’S CHILDREN: ( l. to r. ) Anne Nichting, Nancy Sherman, Jane Francen, Destiny the
House Dog and Arlys Warfield seem pleased with the results of their searc h .

Figuring the Bill
One Week of Fishing on Our Own
AIRFARE

• DENVER TO KETCHIKAN
Alaska Air, 1-800-ALASKAAIR
$510 round trip
• KETCHIKAN TO P.O.W. AIR
Promech Air (www.promechair.com)
Round trip: $150, with 40-pound luggage
allowance. Excess = 54¢/lb.; Fish box $30.
LODGING

• SUPER 8 Motel - Ketchikan
$127, two beds, one night (reserve only
odd-numbered rooms; other rooms face a
noisy parking lot)
• Welcome Inn Bed and Breakfast  
P.O. Box 19403, Thorne Bay, AK 99919 
TEL: 1-888-828-3940; 
Email: welcome@lodginginnalaska.com,
Web site:  www.lodginginnalaska.com.
Room/Night w/tax: $132, 3-bed room;
$80, queen bed; 40% deposit. No credit
cards. Dinner is offered at $18/person.
TRANSPORTATION

We rented the B&B owner’s truck, at
$85/day; no mileage charge, fill with gas.
Get a road map to the island in advance.
FLYFISHING GUIDE SERVICE

One-day guided freshwater fishing trip is
through Shoreline Charters, Craig, AK.
$300/person. Tip guide. 
GuideLine Reservations in Salt Lake City:
Melissa Reddell 1-800-649-0335 
Email: melissa@theguideline.com
Web site: www.shorelinecharters.com.
USEFUL WEB SITE

www.alaska.com/activities/fish
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THE PITZEN KNOT
L e s s e e ’now . . . to tie our fly to tippet, we first tried the Clinch
Knot, then moved on to the Improved Clinch Knot and, later,
the Bend (or Old Man’s) Knot. But now, thanks to Nancy
Sherman, we are introduced to the Pitzen Knot, which tests
95-100%  of knot strength to straight-line tippet strength.
(Nancy says it’s 100%) And it seems so simple to tie,
with a small knot as a result.

1 — Position the fly to the right as shown. Thread 3” to 4”
of tippet through the hook-eye and loop as shown. Hold in
place between left thumb and finger. Now let the fly hang.

2 — Make 3 twists (only) as illustrated, leaving a loop through which you thread the tag-end e x a c t l y as shown; i.e. go in topfront
and go out back of loop.

Pull the tag-end with left hand so twists close up loosely, not firmly! Now pull the tippet line (not tag-end) so that the knot
slides to the hook eye. Do this steadily and then firmly until you feel the “knot set.” You may feel a second, smaller “knot set.”
Re-tie if you don’t feel at least one “knot set.”

F LY TYERS CORNER - N OTABLE KNOT S

Don’t Pass Up Those Guide Trip
Opportunities
BY SUSAN KELLEY

Last December I won the half-day guide
trip with our own Judy Norman, given
away during the 2004 CWF Christmas
p a r t y.  It ended up being the best half-

day of flyfishing I have had. Judy took me
fishing on a private section of Castle Creek
above Aspen. The water was still running high,
but with Judy’s enthusiasm it didn't stop us.
We tried a few spots in the creek until we
found this spot near a beautiful waterfall.

Judy came up with the strategy to fish this
spot, which
meant I had
to learn how
to cast from
across my
b o d y. Once
I got the
hang of it,
we were in
b u s i n e s s .
But then, it
took a few

hits before I finally set the hook properly to
land the fish. This was the first time I had land-
ed a fish on a dry. Again, once I got into a
rhythm, I was reeling them in right and
left, both brookies and rainbows.

After lunch, we moved up the creek,
where Judy had me add a nymph onto the dry
and showed me how to fish pocket water.
Then we just started reeling in rainbows and

browns. The day ended when a small trout
decided to get that dry on my line, as I was
starting to cast again. Neither of us realized
it until it went flying by — Judy thought it
was a bird or butterfly — and broke the line
and took my flies with it.  

I really can’t say how many fish we
caught, but it was an awesome day. And I
learned a lot of new skills. Two days later,
I stopped at another small stream that Judy
had recommended on my way home, only
to find her with three other women just
leaving for the day. With the techniques

she taught me, I was able to go and fish the
pocket water with much success. I was only
there for about an hour — a hailstorm cut it
short — but caught about 20 brookies in that
time. 

These opportunities should never be
passed up, as you never know when the

next one will come along. Everyone who wins
a guided trip should take advantage of the
prize and get that one-on-one experience, espe-
cially if the guide is a CWF member. Not only
did I learn a lot of new skills from Judy, but
also it was a good time to get to know
another CWF member.   ✦

”E v e ryone who
wins a guided trip
should take
advantage of the
prize and get that
o n e - o n - o n e
e x p e r i e n c e ,
especially if the
guide is a CWF
m e m b e r. ”
S U S A N  K E L L E Y

SUCCESS STORY:  Susan had a bit of fun learning new flyfishing skills on Castle Cre e k .
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Monthly 
Meeting Report
SUPPORT OUR 

PICCOLO’S
STAFF

At our August Monthly meeting, Pic-
c o l o ’s owner, Vince Canino, expre s s e d
c o n c e rn that many members were ord e r-
ing from the menu. Note that the day
b e f o re each meeting I contact Picco-
l o ’s with an approximate number of
attendees. The restaurant then pre p a re s
a buffet for us accord i n g l y. I mistaken-
ly thought Vi n c e ’s concern was the
waste of food from the buffet. It was not.
Vi n c e ’s concern is strictly one of serv i c e .
Only one server is assigned to keep the
b u ffet stocked and serve cocktails for the
room.  When members order from the
menu, our waiter’s time is taken away
f rom his intended duties. 

Vince stated that to do both — that is
to provide a buffet and have people
o rder from the menu — he’d have to add
a second server to the room, which
could increase the cost of the buffet. 

I suggest if people want to ord e r
f rom the menu, they go to the take-out
counter by the bar and take care of their
o rder themselves. 

I would like to point out that Vi n c e
included two salads recently on the buf-
fet. A salad from the menu will cost at
least $8.50. Add in a $2 dollar tip and you
have exceeded the price of the $10 buf-
fet, which includes a small tip. 

Vince intends to vary the buffet and
will keep in mind that the majority of our
Club members count calories, limit carbs
and avoid fats.

Also, please don’t forget to tip when
s e rved a cocktail. Your waiter has to tip
the bartender for that drink, so tip gen-
e rously and keep our waiter happy.

P i c c o l o ’s has done a wonderful job pro-
viding CWF with a place for our month-
ly meetings. We would be hard pre s s e d
to find a more flexible restaurant or a nicer
owner to do business with. I know this
because the CWF Board has spent many
hours this past year searching for a little
l a rger space for our meetings. But we
found we just can’t do any better than Pic-
c o l o ’s for service and cost.

—Cathy Poirier, Membership Chair

CWF CASTING CLINIC APPLICATION
Complete form and include check payable to CWF.  

Mail registration and check to: CWF Casting Clinic: 

c/o Dawn Dobson, 1739 S. Grant, Denver, CO  80210.  

Mail by postmark deadline:  September 1st

If you have questions, contact Dawn Dobson at 303-777-8642 

or email: dobsond@earthlink.net

Name: ___________________________________________ Eve. Phone:__________________________

Address: ________________________________________ Other Phone:________________________

City: ____________________________________________       State: __________ Zip: __________________  

Email:____________________________________________________________________________________

Please sign me up for: ($30 each session; check only one class per month/per level)
Clinic Schedule

___ September 7  6:30-8:30 p.m. Beginning Casting @ Highlands Heritage Park

___ September 14   6:30-8:30 p.m. Intermediate Casting @ Highlands Heritage Park

___ September 21 6:30-8:30 p.m. Advanced Casting @ Highlands Heritage Park

___ September 28 6:30-8:30 p.m. Beginning Casting @  (Arvada Center)

___ October 5 6:30-8:30 p.m. Intermediate Casting @ (Arvada Center)

___ October 6*       6:30-8:30 p.m. Advanced Casting @ (Arvada Center)

*Thursday

Total CHECK Enclosed:    $ _____________.____  (payable to CWF)

Please note: Classes will fill on first come, first served basis. Registration will be confirmed
via email and/or telephone. Directions will be given at that time.

Do n ’t be left out with a tailing loop, sign
up now for our members-only fall
casting clinics. We still have openings
in all classes, but they will be filled

soon.  Remember, the postmark deadline is
September 1st!  

For those of you who may have missed
the article in last
m o n t h ’s newslet-
t e r, Dan Wr i g h t ,
who is one of the
best casting
instructors in the

state, will be teaching a series of three class-
es at each location. 

The first round of beginning, intermedi-
ate and advanced classes will be held on
We d n e s d a y, September 7th, We d n e s d a y,
September 14th, and We d n e s d a y, September
21st from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Highlands Her-
itage Park off of C-470 and Quebec.  The sec-
ond series will also feature a beginning,

intermediate and advanced class beginning
on September 28th, then October 5th and con-
cluding on October 6th.  Times will be the
same and the Arvada Center near I-70 and
Wadsworth has been confirmed.  

Each 2-hour session is $30.00 and checks
should be made out to CWF and sent with
the enclosed registration form. Don’t delay;
registrations must be postmarked by Sep-
tember 1st!  

Please note we will not be able to refund
fees for cancellations, and classes will
require a minimum of four participants – reg-
istration will be capped at five per class so
you will be assured a quality instructional
experience with lots of attention from Dan.  

Participants will be contacted by email
or phone to confirm their registration and give
details on equipment and directions.  If
you have questions, please email Dawn
Dobson at d o b s o n d @ e a rt h l i n k . n e t, or call
her at 303-777-8642.  ✦

C A S T I N G  C L I N I C S  R E M I N D E R   
SEPTEMBER 1ST IS REGISTRATION DEADLINE   
BY DAWN DOBSON, EDUCATION CHAIR

“ R e m e m b e r,
the postmark
deadline is
S e p t e m b e r 1 s t ! ”
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This month we have a sad reminder of what can happen to
small businesses in this world of Big Box Retailers.  Our
old friends, Alpine Anglers, have decided to close their doors.
Bill and Billy have been great supporters of CWF for a very
long time and we will miss them, but the competition is some-
times too fierce for those who struggle to make a living by
serving all of us who enjoy this great sport of flyfishing.

So, this month we dedicate the Featured Fly Shop arti-
cle to Alpine Anglers and wish them all the best in what-
ever endeavor they choose to pursue. Even in this sad time
they generously donated some great items for our Raffle.  

1. A Wright McGill Liquid Solutions backpack hydration system, for filling the
reservoirs on your insides instead of the one you’re standing in.
2. A Scientific Angler Waterproof Fly Case, to scientifically keep your flies dry.
3. A Big Cliff Fly Box, made in Wyoming but usable in any of the 50 states.
4. (5) Compact, Compartmentalized, and Cute Little Fly Boxes for capturing the
flies of the day, when a Big Cliff just won’t do.
5. (2) Personal First Aid Kits (no, not the liquid kind) with everything you need
for cuts, scrapes, aches and sore feet (like that would ever happen).
6. (3) Magnetic Rod Holders for that quick trip up the road to the next best hole.
7 . (2) Hemostats, to be used for anything you can think of that requires a good pinch.
8. (2) 3-packs of 4X Leaders, guaranteed to lead you to THE BIG ONE!
9. A pair of Action Optics moldable sideshields to accessorize your favorite eye-
wear.
1 0 . A Magnetic Net Release and a Morning Star Lanyard, donated by our own lit-
tle Morning Dove, Arlys Warfield.
11. Pat Dorsey’s Fly-of-the-Month, Dorsey’s Limeade, along with the recipe so
you can make your own sweet concoction.

And, of course, the most sought-after item of all (in December), CWF Traveling Fly
Box (for Members only).

R a ffle tickets, which have not gone the way of gasoline prices, are still $1 for one,
$5 for six and $10 for thirteen.

Thanks so much to all of our members and guests for participating in these month-
ly raffles. They’re what help us provide all the free and reduced fee activities that
CWF sponsors over the course of the year. My mother thanks you, my father
thanks you (’cause it keeps me off the streets at night) and I thank you. — Jody Ye h l e

The Raffle Corner - September 2005

One Door Closes So Another Can Open

Legend From Ancient Alaskan Times
Another Adventure of the Raven Explains the Migration of
Salmon from Sea to Stream.

FOG WOMAN Once the Raven married a woman who mysteriously provided him
fish by dipping her basket in the stream. These were the first salmon. But soon he treated her
disrespectfully. She left him, taking all the salmon with her. When Raven tried to catch her,
she slipped through his fingers like fog.
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CWF 2005 MEMBERSHIP
Membership for Calendar Year (January - December)

____   RENEWAL  Enclose a check for $25 made payable
to Colorado Women Flyfishers.

____   NEW MEMBER   (over 18?     yes___  no ___  )

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________ City_________________State_____ Zip___________

Home Phone: ___________________________________ Work Phone:____________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________________
The Club does not sell or trade or give away members’ contact information to outside vendors; 

however, rosters are printed quarterly for members‘ personal use only.

Flyfishing Ability: (circle one)          Professional           Advanced          Intermediate          Beginner

I would like to serve on the following committees:   (Circle as many as you like!)

Programs Membership Special Projects Education 

Outreach/PR  Newsletter Raffles/Funding Trips   

MAIL TO COLORADO WOMEN FLYFISHERS, P. O. BOX 101137, DENVER, CO 80250 - 1137

"Steelhead run into
streams in spring and
fall. We have all five
species of Pacific
salmon, from king in
April through cohoes
in autumn. Dolly Var-
dens, grayling, rainbow
and cutthroat trout are
prolific.

‘Bottomfishing’ is a
positive word up here.
Halibut upwards of 50
pounds are common,
along with red snapper
and ling cod."
P R I N C E  O F  W A L E S  I S L A N D
“ I S L A N D  G U I D E ”

L A S T  C A S T
S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T S
JOIN THE CWF TEAM  FOR THE SUSAN G. KOMEN
BREAST CANCER “RACE FOR THE CURE” ON 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2ND
BY JANE FRANCEN, SPECIAL EVENT COORDINATO R

A
team of walkers will be fielded by
CWF  in “The Race for the Cure” on
October 2nd. It is an easy walk,
beginning at 7:30 a.m. from the

Pepsi Center, walking through the High-
lands neighborhood and returning to the
Pepsi Center by 10 a.m. 

I will be organizing the CWF team and
will be there
to lead us
onward. We
will meet
under the
“Groups”
banner (east
side of the
Pepsi Cen-

ter). Plan to arrive at the Pepsi Center at 7:15
a.m., allowing time to park and walk to

meeting area. We will leave promptly at
7:30 a.m.

Carpool if you can.  Park ’n Ride and Lite
Rail are also an  option.  Last year we wore
our CWF ball caps and shirts, fishing vests
—  and we carried the CWF banner.

Team entries are due September 14th, so
your money would have to be in to me by Sep-
tember 13th. I will have applications  avail-
able at the September monthly program
meeting. Or, if you cannot attend the meet-
ing, call me at 303-777-9332 as soon as
possible so I can mail your application to you.

If you already have an application, turn
it in to me, along with your check, made
payable to Komen Denver Race for the
Cure.  ($30 adults, $20 seniors).  

Many events are planned after the race,
if you wish to stay to enjoy them.  ✦

” Team entries are
due September
14th, so your
money would have
to be in to me by
S e p t e m b er1 3 t h.”
J A N E  F R A N C E N

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS OF ARTICLES AND PHOTOGRAPHS TO THE CWF NEWSLETTER ARE MOST W E L C O M E . SEND T H E M

TO THE EDITOR AT A R LYS @ E A RT H L I N K . N E T. NOTE THAT THE COPY AND ART DEADLINE IS THE 15TH OF EVERY MONTH.
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INSIDE: 

S E P T E MBER AND OCTOBER CLUB TRIPS
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PLUS MUCH MUCH MORE

✔


