
At our March meeting...

FISHING CHILE
with John Happs

Chile is a country of startling

contrasts and beauty, with attractions

ranging from the towering peaks of

the Andes to the ancient forests of

the Lake District. It is considered

by many to be one of the finest

nature travel destinations in all of

South America. 

John Happs will take us on a

splendid tour of flyfishing the Rio

Pallo River, as well as other des-

tinations. He has fished all over Col-

orado and the U.S. He went to

Costa Rica to chase Sails and to

Chile to experience the type of

fishing Colorado had fifty years ago.

John was the owner of Tw o

Guys Fly Shop in Lafayette. He has

now entered full-time retirement

and full-time flyfishing. —D i a n e

Meyer, V. P. and Program Chair

How to Get There 
Piccolo’s is located at 3563 S. Monaco Parkway,
Denver, approx. one-half mile east of I-25 near
the southwest corner of Hampden and Monaco
in the King Soopers shopping center. Go to the
private banquet room on the right side of the
restaurant. We will be there!

DATE:
Tuesday, March 7, 2006

TIME:
5:30 - 6:30 Social Hour
6:30 - 7:30 Dinner  (Optional, $10.00)
7:30 - 8:30 Program

PLACE:
Piccolo’s Restaurant
3563 S. Monaco Parkway (near the corner of
Hampden), Denver

PLEASE BRING:
A donation for our monthly Raffle
A flyfishing friend   New guests are welcome!
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There are not many times when an audience is spellbound by a slide/talk show gone bad,

but this is one of them. When a faulty light bulb cancelled the slide part of the show, Peter

Mullett and Ken Iwamasi gave a word description of the joys of fishing the beautiful Darhat

Valley of Mongolia, among the herdsmen whose life has not changed much since the time

of Ghengis Khan. Their passion entranced a full-capacity audience, who heard not only

descriptions of the kind of fishing along the Selenge River drainage, but also the lifestyle of

the nomadic tribes who live a 12th-Century life — at an elevation similar to Denver’s —  liv-

ing in yurts, tending sheep, goats, yaks and Mongolian horses, plus some two-humped camels.

Visuals in the form of photographic prints were passed around so that the audience did get a

sense of the whole eco-tourism experience. (For another per -

spective, see Genevieve Vi l l a m i z a r’s article elsewhere in this issue.)

Fishing the Va l l e y
B o y, is my face red: Last April I published an April Fools’

joke about fishing for taimen in Mongolia, using prairie dogs

as bait. Now I understand from Peter and Ken that this is no joke,

but that these legendary predator fish also feed off of marmot,

ducks and geese(!), and that the native herdsmen laughed at Peter

and his friends who brought Woolly Buggers and Clousers, along

with 9-wt rods, to fish for gigantic (30-54,” 60 lbs and up) taimen;

they themselves use gopher skins tied with treble hooks onto 14-foot x 3-inch diameter tree

limbs. But the Americans turned out to be successful catching on their rigs, even though they

had to be very careful wrestling the creatures out of the water without breaking their rods. But

the biggest challenge turned out to be removing the hooks from mouths with big teeth on 3-

foot heads!

We are happy to note

that visitors can fish for

other species beside

taimen on conventional

5-, 6- or 8-wt rods; they

include lenok (another

salmonid species), arctic

grayling, white fish, perch

and pike.

Watershed
Concerns

Part of the program

was devoted to the envi-

ronmental messages

P e t e r, Ken and their

friends have brought to

the peoples of the val-

ley, who have witnessed Mongolians fishing with dynamite, as well as seeing the effects of

strip-mining and mercury use to extract gold from the rivers. Practicing catch-and-release and

using barbless hooks seems mild in comparison to these larger issues.

Members who may be interested in joining Peter and Ken on 12-day or two-week trips

to the Darhat Valley in Mongolia — where there is no pollution and competing anglers are

scarce — are encouraged to visit the Mongofly Website w w w. m o n g o f l y. c o m or to email Peter

at peter.mullet@mongofly.com.

The Raffle 
Marion Roper was again a multiple winner, securing the coveted “50 Places to Fish Before

You Die” as well as a fly tying package. Other old and new members who took home prizes

included Miki Seeley, Cheryl Gerlitz, Barb Keller and Donna Keefover. I was the lucky

winner of the CWF Traveling Fly Box. ✦

CWF Calendar
March 7 . . . . . . Monthly Meeting

March 14 . . . . . Board Meeting

March 18 . . . . . Club Trip,

Cheesman Canyon

March 25  . . . . . River Clean-up,

Waterton Canyon
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Meredith Bullock . . . . Carbondale

Maryanne Butler  . . . . Centennial

Rita Grover  . . . . . . . . Morrison 

Clara Komar  . . . . . . . Loveland

Layne Kottmeier  . . . . Littleton

Sandi Martin . . . . . . . Steamboat Springs  

Betty Olson . . . . . . . . Denver  

Sandee Peltier . . . . . . Denver

Judy Woltemath  . . . . Pine

Sasha Woods  . . . . . . Colorado Springs 

• 28  New Members Enrolled in 2006.

B A C K  C A S T
FEBRUARY 2006 PROGRAM - FISHING MONGOLIA
BY ARLYS WA R F I E L D

FOUL-HOOKED: Anglers and
e n v i ronmentalists alike flooded the
B u reau of Land Management last
month with arguments against the
p roposed draping of the Arkansas
River in 2009 by the artists known
as Christo and Jean-Claude. Their
cries may be in vain since the
p rojected tourism dollars for Canon
C i t y, Salida and nearby village
businesses are seen as an
economic windfall for the entire
a rea.  Although ecological studies
have shown that the project is not
generally a threat to animals or fish
( h o w e v e r, bighorn sheep may have
separate issues), this “Over the
River” draping of 2-1/2 miles of
fabric will cause havoc with anglers
t rying to combat the traffic jam on
U.S. 50 to get to their fishing holes.
Many are hoping for a big wind to
blow the whole thing down.— Ed.

Welcome 
New Members

A R C H I VAL INFORMATION: Please send any

published articles featuring CWF, or written

by a CWF member, to Club Secre t a ry Nancy

S h e rman, Keeper of the CWF Arc h i v e s .

AND THIS WAS A BABY TAIMEN! Peter Mullett insists he caught him
on a 9-weight fly rod, using a conventional fly — not a gopher!

“Flyfishing in
Mongolia provides 
a window of
opportunity to
witness a way of
life which is fast
disappearing. ”
P E T E R  M U L L E T T,  

M O N G O F LY
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Get ready, set and go with us as we ven-

ture to one of the all-time favorite and

historic fisheries on the front range.

Although this trip requires a bit of

e ffort to access the river, when one arrives

amongst the large boulders with clear

views of huge fish, the 20-25 minute hike

is worth it .

Because of the

incline, you may

need to stop and

catch your breath

a few times on

the way in, but

there is plenty of

scenery to enjoy

while you rest. 

Many anglers

gear up in the

parking lot and

others choose to carry their gear in a back-

pack and suit up on the river. Not only

are we going to a fabulous site, we are

fortunate to have Nancy Sherman as our vol-

unteer trip coordinator. Nancy owns prop-

erty in this area and is well versed in strate-

gies to fool these savvy fish.

What to Bring
You need to bring a packable lunch,

w a t e r, and be prepared for all weather con-

ditions (many layers) as the weather can be

unpredictable. In fact, if we encounter

inclement weather, we will go downstream

a few miles and fish near Deckers, where

it is safer and more accessible during a storm.

If this happens, latecomers should look

for CWF bandanas on the cars in the Gill

Trail Lot. If you don’t see any, head down-

stream to Deckers and meet up with us in

the parking lot behind Flies and Lies Fly

s h o p .

Suggested Gear and Flies
These fish are educated and big, so

you’ll want a 5- or 6-weight rod with long

leaders and 6x tippet. We may hit the begin-

ning of the spring spawn, so you’ll want to

pack a few egg patterns. Otherwise, small

(20-24s) midges and nymphs are the key.

Black Beauties, Brassies, Pheasant Ta i l s ,

RS2s, and Miracle Nymphs are the staples

in these clear waters. If the weather does act

up (some of us hope it does), we may get to

tempt risers with small Blue Wing Olives. 

Meeting Place
We will meet our trip coordinator, Nancy

Sherman, at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot

behind the Jarre Convenience Store in

Sedalia. To get there, go south on Sante Fe

Drive to Sedalia, which is about 40 minutes

out of Denver. Turn right at the light and cross

the railroad tracks. The store is on the left side

of the road. If you don’t have your license,

you can get it there or at the Flies and Lies

Fly Shop in Deckers. We will then arrange

carpools and depart for the Gill Trail prompt-

ly at 7:45 a.m. Because it can get crowded

on the river, we hope to arrive at the trail head

by 8:15 a.m. and be geared up and on the trail

by 8:45 a.m.

Watch for Up-dates
It is best to stay tuned to c w f Ta l k, in case

there are any changes.  If you have questions,

call our trip coordinator, Nancy Sherman, at

(303) 233-1167 or email her at a n g l e r s @ p e o -

plepc.com. ✦

GO FISH CHEESMAN CANYO N
FIRST CLUB TRIP OF 2006 — MARCH 18 — SOUTH PLATTE RIVER
BY DAWN DOBSON, TRIPS  CO-CHAIR

GOOD FLIES Nancy Sherman’s fly box contains selections for successful fishing on the South Platte. 

RS2 NYMPHS

Gray

Olive

Brown

EGG PATTERNS
(a.k.a. Glow Bugs)

ANNELIDS
(a.k.a. Worms)

SAN JUAN WORMS
Chenille

Leather

BARR’S
EMERGERS

BLACK
BEAUTIES

BUCKSKINS

BRASSIES

Red

Copper

LATEX CADDIS
Larva, Olive 

MIRACLE NYMPHS

PHEASANT TAIL
NYMPHS

GRAY MAYS

“Although this
trip requires a bit
of effort to
access the river,
when one arrives
amongst the
large boulders
with clear views
of huge fish, the
20-25 minute
hike is worth it. ”

cwfTalk@topica.com keeps you
up-to-date with all Club activities
and is the link that members need
between monthly program meet-

ings and newsletter mailings.
Contact Arlys Warfield at

arlys@earthlink.net to sign up.

Fishing in March is fishing in cold, clear

water where fish are lethargic and stay

in one spot to wait for food to come to

them. Therefore, the smart angler looks

for deep runs and holes where fish will hide

from predators. She sight fishes and once she

spots them, she casts to them from slightly

downstream so that the fish do not see her rod,

fly line or her! 

Delicate presentation is a must, as is a long

l e a d e r, smaller indicator and 6x to 7x tippet

(fluorocarbon leaders and tippet are especially

useful in clear water). 

Fishing Midges (sizes 20-24) requires fre-

quent mending for a drag free presentation, so

that the fly looks natural as it drifts down to

the fish. In colder weather conditions, Midge

stages can frequently fluctuate during several

hours; therefore, changing flies and strategies

often can improve your chances for success.  

Cheesman Canyon has been catch-and-

release for years and there is no stocking; thus,

all the trout are wild. They see lots of anglers

and their flies every day, so fish with patience.

Enjoy your day! ✦

F I S H I N G  T I P S  
COLD WAT E R , C L E A R
CHALLENGES 
BY NANCY SHERMAN,
TRIP COORDINATO R
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SNEAK PEEKS

ARKANSAS RIVER, Salida
Weekend Trip: April 29-30

This is the trip everyone looks forward to! You won’t want to miss

out on this one, as over 50 members and guests battle with bro n z e

b rown trout in the cold waters of the Arkansas River near Salida. We

hope our timing is right for the Mother’s Day Caddis Hatch that this

river is famous for. Provided that a rogue storm doesn’t blow out the

r i v e r, we generally educate large numbers of these wild bro w n

trout. 

Accommodations and Guided Tr i p s
Most of us will stay at the Super 8 Motel in Salida. They will pro-

vide a reduced room rate of $49.95, which includes a daily continental

b reakfast. Tell them you are a CWF Member when you call; the phone

number there is (719) 539-6689. Other accommodations can be had

at the Comfort Inn and Whitewater Inn (formerly the Rainbow Inn).  

If you are interested in a guided trip, you can either wade or float

with guides from Greg Felt’s ArkAnglers Fly Shop. He can set you

up to float or wade for either half- or full-day trips. If you are intere s t e d

in booking a trip, or have questions about guided trips, please con-

tact Greg directly at (719) 539-4223, or email him at greg@arkan -
glers.com.  He can usually pair you up if you don’t have a trip part-

ner – just let him know.

Social A c t i v i t i e s
We will also be toying with a new tradition for our Saturday night

meal/festivities. This year, in lieu of a barbeque, we will host the “First

Annual CWF Chili Cookoff”!  CWF members are asked to enter

their award-winning chili concoctions. We will have official judges and

prizes for several diff e rent categories. If you are n ’t a chili chef, don’t

w o rry; we will need members to bring salads, appetizers, and

d e s s e rts. We already have several members boasting about their secre t

recipes so you won’t want to miss out on this one!   

What to Bring
Bring a 4-, 5-, or 6-weight rod (sometimes it can get quite windy

and that extra heft is useful) with leaders and tippets down to 5x. Dre s s

in layers and be pre p a red for all weather conditions. We have

encountered a few snowstorms in the past. 

We will give more specific details about fly selection in the next

issue of the newsletter, but you should start to stock up on Caddis

(all life cycles) and Blue Wing Olives. Many members prefer to take

a cooler for lunch in the car and then dine out in the evening.

Vo l u n t e e rs Needed
We would love to have a few volunteers to assist with the

p a rty on Saturday night, and at least 8 - 10 chili chefs. Everyone else

will be asked to contribute other items for this feast. If you are will-

ing to volunteer or have questions, please call Dawn Dobson at (303)

777-8642 or email her at d o b s o n d @ e a rt h l i n k . n e t .

NORTH PLATTE RIVER
Grey Reef, Wyoming
Weekend Trip: May 20 - 21

This year we will tempt the river goddesses of Wyoming (perhaps the

wind goddesses, also).  We will be in search of very large fish on the

N o rth Platte River near Casper. We will have a lot of fishing options

for this trip, including float trips on the Grey Reef Section below

Alcova Dam. 

Guided Tr i p s : Book Earl y !
Because of the popularity of this section of river, members

wanting to book guided trips need to make their reservations early.

If you want to book a guided wade or float trip, you will want to con-

tact Greg Mueller at the Platte River Fly Shop (307) 237-5997 as soon

as possible. Those of you comfortable floating rivers on pontoon boats

can buddy up for shuttles or hook up with Sloane’s Lodge in Alcova

who will provide shuttles for a minimal fee (approx. $20.00). If Gre g

is unable to accommodate members, contact The Ugly Bug Fly

Shop at (307) 234-6905 (www.crazyrainbow.net) in Casper.

A c c o m m o d a t i o n s :
Book Earl y !

S l o a n e ’s does have a few cabins for rent: $80.00 for two persons

and $100.00 for 3-5 persons. The number for Sloan’s is (307) 234-2066

and their web site is w w w. s l o a n e s a t a l c o v a . c o m. There is a KOA camp-

g round in Bar Nunn, which is about 34 miles from Grey Reef

(w w w. k o a k a m p g ro u n d s . c o m / w h e re / w y / 5 0 1 5 5 / i n d e x . h t m /). Anoth-

er option is the Fort Caspar Campground (w w w. f t c a s p a rc a m p . o rg)
between Casper and Grey Reef. One can camp for free along the Mir-

acle Mile section of the river, which is downstream from Grey Reef,

or you can try your luck at landing a first-come, first-served $7-10 camp-

site along the river below the dam. 

Others may choose to stay in Casper which is within about 20-30

minutes of the river; room rates start at about $45. There is a Best We s t-

e rn, Holiday Inn, Hampton Inn, and Comfort Inn, as well as lesser known

spots. We are attempting to negotiate a group rate with one of these

locations and will post more details about Casper lodging prices and

fishing gear and flies in the next newsletter, on the C W F We b s i t e, and

during announcements at monthly meetings. — Dawn Dobson

SNOW FLURRY?   See how thick the Caddis hatch can be in this photo of
Chris Juvan fishing on the Arkansas. These ain’t no snowflakes, Vi rg i n i a .

from the 1998 cwf archives 
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H
ow’d it all start? I’d been just dying to get to Mongolia

“before it all changed.”  I read books, magazine segments,

essays…and when I saw Ken’s slideshow I committed on the

spot. I gulped at the cost, but dreams aren’t cheap. It was $5,500,

which included meals, accommodations, guiding and Mongolia

travel. The plane ticket to Mongolia was just under $1,900. The flight

route was DIA to LAX to Seoul, Korea and, finally, Ulaanbataar, Mon-

g o l i a ’s capital city. I contributed $75 toward 16 cases of beer and one

case of Mongolian vodka. I spent about $100 on flies, tied by a friend

of Peter’s. I spent maybe $100 gift shopping and maybe $100 on a

few meals on either side of the trip. I could barely afford the $250

tip (some tipped as much as $500, but they have real jobs)! So it cost

me about $8,500 to fish in Mongolia for three weeks. But I’m glad

I committed to it because I got to fish for taimen and see a place of

stunningly surreal beauty before it falls prey to industry and 21st Cen-

tury “improvements.”

The greetings at the airport in

Mongolia were effusive and warm.

Peter has been traveling with the

same Mongolian expedition compa-

ny since he and Ken recruited them

six years ago; they are like family now.

Hugs, kisses, gifts and memories flew about and I relaxed, trusting

security when I felt it. Although attired in dressy clothing, Lucky (our

interpreter), Chinbat (the symphonic conductor) and his wife Nayla

all grabbed our bags and insisted upon loading our gear— all 300 lbs

of it. Then, off we went to the hotel, where we all had a late night check-

in; I showered and slept like a rock! 

Our flight to Moron departed the next day late in the afternoon,

and it was a magical vision that unfolded beneath us. From the

Moron airport we piled into two jeep-like vehicles and drove a few

hours to our first night’s camp, where we met the support crew, includ-

ing Tume (head guide and navigator) and Titska (the very good cook).

As the only woman client in the group, I was the only one blessed

with my very own tent. The next morning I slipped from my tent to

photograph the sunrise. I walked about in the most euphoric, unbe-

lieving daze: I was seeing Mongolia at last!

We broke camp, readying for the drive to the Darhat Va l l e y. I was

giddy! Descriptions I had only read about in books and magazines

suddenly came to life for me. We saw golden eagles the size of my

dog (!), lots of fluff y, sloe-eyed yaks, Mongolians beginning their win-

ter camp journey in salvaged Russian army vehicles, more perma-

nent camps of log cabins and corrals — and the topography: fantastic

vistas of grassy steppes and larch-cloaked mountains rising to

rugged granite spires. It was like an SUV television commercial!

We were each given our own ger (like a yurt) to sleep in. It was

roomy enough to stand; the interior walls of accordion wooden

members created the perfect places to hang and spread your gear. T h e r e

was a cot with a 3” foam mattress. The Mongolians were quite gen-

erous, loaning each of us our own fur to sleep on or under. They were

the teeniest bit musty, but when you wake to frost each morning, a

dead wolf or bear skin is a welcome treat!! 

The dining and kitchen hall was a family ger loaned to us by the

family across the lake. That’s where Titska cooked our meals over

propane stoves. A central wood stove provided heat and a constant

supply of hot water. We celebrated meals and fishing stories at a pic-

nic table, one country at a time. I wished we were able to share meal

times with the Mongolians. Interaction with them keeps it real.

Meals were always started with excessive amounts of cheese, sausage

and crackers. We ate a lot of cabbage and a lot of potatoes in all man-

ner and forms, with mutton and mutton and more mutton. I loved the

food: Scrambled eggs, cheese omelets and sausage for breakfast were

a treat with bread, jam and yak butter. Always coffee in the morning!

(Bring a pound of your favorite kind and a non-dairy creamer if you

need it.) Granted, unlike most commercially guided trips, it’s not four-

star fare, but when you’re packing everything in, fishing and being

active all day, hearty food of the simple sort is gratifying. I was never

hungry once and we experienced the higher end of a nomad’s diet.

We experienced Mongolia. We, of course, augmented it with all kinds

of American treats: cookies, chocolate, jerky, candy, jiffy popcorn and

many salsas, hot sauces and barbecue sauce. Next year I will try to

remember to bring several p o u n d s of dehydrated vegetables and fruits

(the lack of vitamin- and nutrient-rich veggies and fruits was evident

when you looked at my cuticles and flaking fingers).

Quite often we got to visit Tu m e ’s family and friends at their gers.

Theirs was a fascinating lifestyle and a fabulous opportunity for my tak-

ing photos as we sipped tea and tried their foods. It was a genuine treat

to be able to do so. The connections Peter has made through his friend-

ships with Tume and Chinbat were a direct benefit to us travelers. 

One real treat was when we returned the loaner dining hall ger to

the family from across the lake. We spent almost two hours with them,

celebrating their daughter’s newborn child and the joy of the entire

f a m i l y ’s life. We took turns posing on their yak. We sat to a meal with

all four generations present. The outdoor picnic table was set for all:

We had dried cheese (which is why the nomads have such healthy,

clean white teeth), m a r e ’s milk, salty tea, yogurt, cream and jam, bread

and home-brewed vodka. This was especially grand to me, as it’s my

spirit of choice, and we partook of it ceremoniously — offering prayer

to the four directions.  ✦

WILL GENEVIEVE CATCH A TAIMEN?   -   READ PA RT II IN THE  NEXT ISSUE

A  M O N G O L I A N  A D V E N T U R E  
CWF MEMBER CROSSES THE GLOBE TO EXPERIENCE A N OTHER WAY OF LIFE  —  PA RT I
BY GENEV IEVE VILLAMIZAR

BLISS IN DARHAT VALLEY  Gers, yaks, sheep, horses and grassy steppes

“I walked about in
the most euphoric,
unbelieving daze: 
I was seeing 
Mongolia at last!”



O N T V: Members who subscribe to c w f Ta l k were fortunate to learn

that C a rol Neville, CWF Webmaster and Ark Angler fishing guide,

would be featured on the Channel 4 “Colorado Getaways” program

S a t u r d a y, February 18. The show is one that Channel 4 has been doing

for many years.  It’s like a miniature travelogue on Colorado. In each

half-hour show they do an on-location spotlight of two to three

places, regular events or activities. The February 18 segment was filmed

on the Arkansas River tailwater below Pueblo Dam. Jeff Butler of DOW

and writer/photographer Dennis McKinney collaborated, taking pho-

tos and video of Carol fishing, interspersed with some recorded con-

versation. The same photo outing resulted in a Colorado Springs Gazette

article on the Pueblo/Ark River tailwater,  published January 22. 

ON THE MEND: Members were happy to see Cathy Poirier a g a i n

standing behind the Membership Desk at the February program

meeting. Cathy is recovering from shoulder surgery caused by 30 years

of holding her right arm up over a patient’s chest while practicing den-

tal hygiene. She hopes to resume her work as a periodontal therapist

in early April and be back on the river in mid-summer. Her fishing

buddies are patiently (’scuse the pun) standing by.

Also seen at the meeting, walking around without her cane, was

Pat Nilsson, looking spry and svelte after enduring months of

painful recovery from knee surgery. Next stop: Deckers.

ON THE MOVE: Arlys Wa r f i e l d took a two-week break from

her CWF Newsletter fun to venture to Egypt with two California friends,

one of whom is tight with Egyptian tomb discoverer, Dr. Kent

Weeks. While there, Arlys actually met Dr. Weeks, who discovered

the last tomb found  — the KV5 tomb. Her biggest thrill was seeing

the Egyptian Museum after hours on a special tour with only 16 other

visitors. There is usually a daily crowd of about 5,000 to the muse-

um (which is not a large museum). Arlys recounted, “We were able

to get up close and personal with Ramses I and other 3, 0 0 0 - y e a r- o l d

mummies, plus Tutankhamun himself!” 

We hear that the next CWF member to go gallivanting around the

globe will be C a rol Stegink, who will venture to C h i n a in April!  Stay

tuned to hear of her adventures. 

THE YEAR WAS 1999: DID YOU KNOW T H AT . . . over a

period of about 10-12 months in late 1998 and 1999, Channel 9

News weather forecaster Kathy Sabine featured a weekly Saturday night

segment before her weather forecast called “Fish Tales”? In the

limelight, profiled with a huge fish and smiling faces, were many of

our own members, including Chris Juvan, Marion Nutt, Janice O'Shea,

Cindy Scholl, Craige Stainton, Kris Tita, Anne We n t z and S a n d y

Wr i g h t. Usually Kathy also described the kind and size of fly with

which the fish were caught.

. . . speaking of flies and great women anglers: In August of 1999

three women were the top contestant winners of an event called T h e

Superfly! According to Flora Jewell (from the November 1999 Club

newsletter), “the rules are simple: you have o n e fly and every trout you

catch is measured and all the inches are added up. If you lose that o n e

fly you have one more fly, but the trout caught with that fly can only

go toward winning the prize for the largest brown trout or largest rain-

bow trout. There are two top awards: top rod for the individual to catch

the most inches, and the top team for the two-person team to catch the

most inches. Both flies have to be the same and have to be in inspect-

ed the evening before the contest.” According to Phyllis, the flies had

to be barbless, the fish were measured to the nearest quarter inch, and

they had to swim away without any harm. For the 10th Annual Super-

fly contest, CWF members Flora Jewell and Robin A s h e r won the

top award for the two-person team, and Phyllis Pool (currently a mem-

ber of the “Dames” women flyfishing group in Grand Junction), won

the top rod award! The total inch tally of fish caught by Phyllis

equaled 175. In the ten-year history of that event, Phyllis was the first

woman to have won the individual top rod!   You go, girls!

. . . also in August of 1999 was the debut of the CWF We b s i t e.

Webmaster J e n n i f e r G o l d (also the PR Chair at the time), K e n n a

L i n d s e y, Kris Tita, Candice Bart h o l o m e w and C a rol Neville

contributed to getting the site up and running. Marion Nutt’s son,

Stephen, also helped put the site into its final, ’Net-ready form. A n d

look where it is today — one of the best women flyfisher We b s i t e s

online!  ✦

6

NOW THIS REALLY IS A BIG PILE  Arlys Warfield, who stands  5-10,  visits the
base of the 455-foot Pyramid of Cheops in Giza.

CWF CELEB ON LOCATION  Carol Neville poses for TV crew members
after catching fish on the “Colorado Getaways” Arkansas River “set.”

M E M B E R  N E W S
SOME THINGS NEW, SOME THINGS OLD
BY NANCY RUTHERFORD TURLEY AND
A R LYS WA R F I E L D
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Well, ladies, it’s time once again to give

a little back to the environment

that we so enjoy. Our Annual River

Clean-Up is a bit of an outdoor cook-

ing culinary delight (well, it’s outdoor and it’s

culinary anyway – we try), a bit of learning, a

bit of fishing and did I say a bit of work … but

it is also a lot of

fun, laughter, social-

izing and the satis-

faction of a group

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .

You should see all

the bags we fill

every year!

On Saturday,

March 25th, (rain-

snow date is set for Saturday, April 1) we

will be working on cleaning up the South

Platte River that runs through Waterton Canyon.

There is a large parking lot and a nice picnic

area … AND … a nice stream to fish afterwards.

We will meet in the parking lot at 8:00 a.m.

to form our teams and receive information and

directions from the Annual River Clean-Up

Chair Marion Roper. We plan to clean from

about 8:30 until about 12 noon.  About noon

we will gather back at the picnic area to have

lunch, followed by a mini-clinic and then

we’ll be off to fish (if the weather holds).

Many of you all know where the meeting

place is, but just in case you don’t know, here

are the directions:

• Take C470 to the Wadsworth exit. Go south

on Wadsworth.  

• Just before Lockheed Martin you turn left

onto Waterton Road.   

• Once on Waterton Road you’ll see –

almost immediately – the Kassler Water Tr e a t-

ment area.  

• Across from Kassler is the parking lot and

adjacent to the parking lot is the picnic area.  

• We’ll meet at the parking lot at 8 a.m.

How do I sign up, you ask? We will have a

clipboard at the March program meeting for sign-

ing up. If you can’t make the March meeting and

would like to sign up, please call or email the

River Clean-Up Chair Marion Roper (m a r i -

o n . ro p e r @ c o m c a s t . n e t) or me (s c o t t i s h f i s h -

e r @ e a rt h l i n k . n e t). Our phone numbers are list-

ed in the 2006 roster. Since there is the

purchasing of food involved, and possibly

some T-shirts, we would like to have a pret-

ty good idea of the number planning to attend.

Put the date on your calendar – Saturday,

March 25th — and join in the fun. ✦

S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T S
ANNUAL RIVER CLEAN-UP SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 25
BY JOANIE MCCORD, CHAIR

“...we will be
working on
cleaning up the
South Platte
River that runs
through 
Waterton
Canyon. ”

SOUTH PLATTE RIVER
CLEAN-UP   The Club
owes much to Jean
Williams  (standing to
right of the man on the
far left), not only for
her inspiration in early
Club history, but also
for encouraging 
Patagonia to become
involved with our
annual Spring River
Clean-up campaigns.
How many members 
in this picture can you
identify ?

from the 2000 cwf archives 

At the January meeting of the Board of

D i rectors, it was agreed that a review of

B o a rd policies would be held over the

course of the next several months. We will

re p o rt in this column any and all policies

as they are re a ff i rmed and/or modified. 

The following policies were re a ff i rm e d

at the Febru a ry meeting of the Board :

• CWF does not allow our member list

to be used for any commercial purposes. 

• CWF does not sell, trade or give away

member contact information to outside

vendors. 

• CWF does not allow commercial adver-

tising in its monthly newsletter; howev-

e r, members’ small, personal classified ads

a re published free of charge as an accom-

m o d a t i o n .

CWF BOARD
ACTIONS

NEWER MEMBERS NOTICE
A limited amount of back issues of the
CWF newsletter from the years 2004
and 2005 are available for purchase at
$1.50 each. Email a r l y s @ e a rt h l i n k . n et
to specify which ones and how many
you want. We will fill orders as supply
lasts. All back issues contain educa-
tional fishing information for beginner
and intermediate grade anglers. 
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Between 1994 and 1996 special speak-

ers volunteered their time to talk about

various topics at scheduled meetings,

which were usually followed up by a

trip within the following two weeks. Data from

CWF archives, for example, show a meeting

scheduled on August 2nd, 1994 entitled

“Flyfishing for Bass and Tiger Muskie“

(with special emphasis on Gold Medal Wa t e r

and Quincy Reservoir) and an outing sched-

uled to Quincy Reservoir on August 6th. 

Perceptions from both Jean Wi l l i a m s

and Kris Tita were that, although there were

interested parties in this concept of a women’s

flyfishing club, the time had not yet come for

it to blossom into flower. When Jean moved

to Silverthorne/Dillon area in 1995, she

commuted back and forth to Denver for a while

to try to ”keep the garden tended.” At some

point however, this became extremely diff i-

cult to keep up and a gap of approximate 9-

12 months ensued where the “club” experi-

enced a hiatus. 

Flora Jewell, who came on staff at The Fly-

f i s h e r, picked up the trowel and with others’

aid — like Craige Stainton, who helped

generate the flyers and mail them out — cul-

tivated the flyfishing landscape to finish Jean’s

dream of putting our club “on the map!” 

In August of 1996, Flora sent out a letter

to “Female Fly Fishers” to announce the

new beginning of the

w o m e n ’s flyfishing group.

Although the club did not off i-

cially form at these next few

meetings, plans were discussed

and more ideas germinated. Several “club”

trip outings that fall occurred as well. 

Wo m e n ’s Flyfishing Fe s t i va l
In that same August 1996 letter Flora

announced that the Golden West Wo m e n ’s Fly-

fishing Group (in existence since 1983!) out

of San Francisco had extended an invita-

tion to the First Annual Women's Flyfishing

Festival which they sponsored. (By the next

y e a r, this was known as the International

Festival of Women Fly Fishers.)

Attendance at this Festival became the

impetus that really got the ball rolling to

create our official women's flyfishing group.

The goals of the Festival gathering — to

inform, motivate and widen the sphere of a

women's network in the world of flyfishing

— excited all of us. Two hundred forty

women from 17 states converged at the his-

torical Fort Mason facilities in San Fran-

cisco on December 6-8, 1996. One of the main

focuses of the festival — to share knowledge

of how to create and structure a new club —

spurred this Colorado contingent to go for it!

The nine known pre-CWF members who

attended the kick-off International Festival

were Flora Jewell, BJ Lester, Carol Ogles-

by (Grand Junction), Janice

O'Shea, Nancy Rutherford, Pam

S c h o e n e c k e r, Cindy Scholl ( E a g l e

/ Va i l ), Craige Stainton and J e a n

Wi l l i a m s. Several of us hooked up

there for the first time.

This festival, with speakers such as Joan

Wu l ff, Fanny Krieger, BJ Lester (fly-tyer

extraordinaire), Maggie Merriman, Joan

Whitlock and other amazing women “fore-

bearers” in the sport of flyfishing, provided

the fuel we needed to make it happen!

As soon as the holidays were over, a for-

mation meeting for our women’s flyfishing

Club was held on January 14, 1997 at the Vi l-

lage Inn on Second and Clayton, down the

street from The Flyfisher.  About a dozen Club

boosters were present. Suzy Patterson’s

synopsis of that meeting printed in the first

newsletter (February, 1997) reported, “CWF's

founders agreed on several fundamental

principles that will guide the Club. These

include: The primary purpose of the CWF is

social. The Club is open to all ability levels.

Membership is $15 a year and … the meet-

ings will be held the first Tuesday of every

month.” 

A Worthy Name
An interesting aside is that Suzy Pat-

t e r s o n, who became the first president, as well

as newsletter editor, sent out a first newslet-

ter to announce the February 11th meeting (at

which time the first board members were elect-

ed). The newsletter already had Colorado

Women Flyfishers in its title! 

Memories fail as to who exactly sug-

gested this actual name and if it was even sug-

gested at the January meeting, but, regardless,

this name was voted on, accepted and became

o fficial at that second Club meeting. Sever-

al earlier names like Ladies’Angling Club,

Female Fly Fishers, Wo m e n ’s Group and

Rocky Mountain Female Flyfishers were

used tentatively (especially by Jean and

Flora, as a referral point or for letter saluta-

tions) before the official Club’s formation.

H o w e v e r, no name was ever officially adopt-

ed before Colorado Women Flyfishers, e v e n

though suggestions were solicited as early as

August 2, 1995, as documented in the archives.

A Club Evolves
Eighteen women gathered at that second

Club meeting on February 11, 1997, held at

C L U B  H I S T O R Y  —  PA R T  2
THE GENESIS OF COLORADO WOMEN FLYFISHERS
BY NANCY RUTHERFORD TURLEY

2006:THE
TENTH 

YEAR OF 
CWF

CONT INUED ON NEXT PAG E

SEED SOWERS  (F ront ro w, l. to r. ) Flora Jewell, Jean Wi l l i a m s ; (Back row ) Craige Stainton,  guest  fly-
fishing guru Mel Krieger, Pam Schoenecker and Nancy Rutherf o rd  learned how to create and stru c t u re
a new club at the International Festival of Women Fly Fishers in San Francisco.

from the 1996 cwf archives 
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Twin Dragon Restaurant on South Broadway.

Board of Directors nominations and the sub-

sequent election made us an authentic org a-

nization. The “known”* women present at those

first two founding meetings include the first

newly elected board members below and

Marsha Exley, Kathy Kanda, Janice

O’Shea, Suzy Uchida, Patty W h i t e a n d

Sandy Wright.

Attending the first board meeting a week

later, on February 18, 1997 were:

President/Newsletter Editor: 

Suzy Patterson

Vice President/Program Chairman: 

Flora Jewell

Secretary/Archivist: Nancy Rutherford

Treasurer/Fundraising: Nancy Mangone

Membership Chairman: Craige Stainton

Trip Chairman: Kris Tita

Outreach/PR Chairman: Elaine Rowe

Special Projects Chairman: 

Pam Schoenecker.

Some “settling” occurred during those

first months of the Club. By May of 1997, two

new positions were added to our Board of

Directors and two other officers were replaced

with new Chairs. Also, a Membership Co-Chair

position was voted upon and added to the Board

of Directors in June, 1997. The following Board

members were installed:

Education Chair: Suzy Uchida

Funding Chair: Patty White

Membership Co-Chair: Chris Juvan

Outreach/PR Chair: Stephanie Albano

Special Projects Chair: 

Nadine von Storch.

Club By-Laws Drafted
The Club’s by-laws were drafted in their

initial form through the efforts and time of

Kathy Kanda, Kris Tita and Flora Jewell

during the first few months of the Club’s exis-

tence. It wasn’t until October 26, 1997,

however, that our first CWF by-laws were

o fficially completed and signed, after fine-

tuning by board members over those many

months. They have been amended by the

Board at least two more times since the

inception of the Club.

CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE

*My apologies to any others who may have

been present at the first one or two found -

ing meetings in 1997, but re c o rds and mem -

ories escape us. Within the first few months

of the Club, and in the early part of 1998,

many other current members found their way

to the Club and have been keenly involved

ever since. Most notably is Chris Juvan, who

has probably been, without argument, on the

most Club trips. Wouldn’t it be interesting

to know how many?!  — NRT

TWIN DRAGON ACTION  Steph Albano,CWF first
PR Chair, collects tickets for the first Club Raffle.

My appreciation goes to Marsha Exley,

Janice O'Shea, Craige Stainton, Kris Tita

and Sandy Wright for additional facts and

anecdotes from their memories, gleaned

anew in January, 2006 for this article! 

R e g a rding our Club Archives: The pre -

Club archives are made up of meeting

attendance and address lists; pro g r a m

and meeting agendas; and letters and

documentation provided mostly by Jean

Williams to Nancy Rutherf o rd, the first CWF

Secretary.

Also included are data involving other

flyfishing events or programs, like the

first "International Festival of Women Fly-

fishers."  After the inception of the Club,

the archives include minutes of Board

meetings since early 1997, Club newslet-

ters since the inception of the Club, and

photos of many Club trips and special

events, including the Holiday Part i e s ,

Summer Flings and River Clean-ups. Also

included in the archives are some published

a rticles by members of the Club and

some pertinent "linked" data to other fly

fishing events. They are kept by the Club

Secretary.

Nancy Sherman, the current CWF

Club Secre t a ry, notes that there are now

two file storage boxes almost filled with

archival records! She recently accessed

them to confirm the "founding day" of

our organization and provided some first

year photos. — NRT

Author Notes

from the 1997 cwf archives 

Updates On 2006
Flyfishing Clinics
The “Big CWF Spring Education Clinic,”
scheduled for April ran into some hitches.
T h e re f o re, we have re - a rranged our sched-
ule to offer these two educational oppor-
tunities.  —Anita English.

THE CWF MINI-CLINIC,
Saturday, April 8

This “off-the-water” mini-clinic will be
geared to the needs of the raw beginner.
We will address basic topics, including:

“Why do I need all this stuff hanging off
my vest?” 

“What do I need in my vest? ”
“Do I need a vest?”
Also we will teach basic knots, the mys-

t e ry of fly selection, entomology (a fancy
name for bug studies), where fish hang
out, casting (weather permitting) and other
fascinating subjects to help you get start e d
in this most awesome of all sports. 

The location has yet to be determ i n e d .
Details will be published on the CWF web-
site, in the April newsletter and on c w f Ta l k.
Please call me at (303) 424-2354 if you are
interested in attending.  

THE CWF SPRING 
EDUCATION CLINIC
Saturday, May 27

I am negotiating with Jeff Mickey of
National Farmers Union Education Center
in Bailey for the site for our annual CWF
Spring Education Clinic. Money and contract
have not exchanged hands, but he is 99%
sure this will fly.

Their pro p e rty offers us the same
amenities we have grown used to at pre-
vious clinic locations: indoor plumbing,
1.8 miles of river, classroom, hot lunch, and
a beautiful site. 

When I receive written confirmation I
will put this out on the CWF Website and
on cwfTalk. This will be a Members Only
event, and there will be limited enro l l-
ment. Look for the registration form in
the April newsletter.

Volunteers Are Needed
I could use some volunteers to help out

at both clinics. Please call me at (303)
424-2354 or email SB33MVP@ aol.com.

CONTINUED FR OM PREVIOUS PAG E
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The Raffle Corner - M a rch 2006

Jody Ye h l e ’s Welcome to Spring

Club trips start this month. It’s a new season and we all have some fishing fun to look

forward to. This month’s choice of Featured Fly Shop is also about a new season.  

TWO GUYS FLY S H O P at 705 South Public Road in Lafayette has a new owner.

Call the shop at (303) 666-7866 to learn more about what’s happening up there — and

then stop in to give your support. The new “One Guy,” Anthony Jordan, has donated a

very cool 10 compartment fly box with over 24 assorted flies, all geared for Spring fish-

ing — a $75 value. Our thanks go to member Anne Feist for arranging this month’s Fea-

tured Fly Shop.

We also have some great Raffle items donated by our ever-generous members:  

• A Big Blue Art Bin carrying case with enough bins and boxes to hold all your fly

tying material, art supplies, tools or whatever it is you need to carry around with you.

• A beautiful jumping rainbow print called “Nine Inch Beaver Pond Bandit” by Gre-

gory Kelley of Colorado Springs, kindly donated by Trout Unlimited.

• A couple of Magneto Shake n’ Lights, “Always Reliable - Always Ready” to light

your way off the river when you just couldn’t stop fishing before dark.

• An absolutely enchanting “Gone Fishing” wind chime, if you prefer not to be

awakened by tinkling trout (I know the sound of tinkling often wakes me up).

• John Gierach’s book of essays, “Still Life with Brook Trout,” which Carl Hiassen

called “The next best thing to fly-fishing,”  but I don’t know who Carl Hiassen is so I

c a n ’t verify his frame of reference.  I personally think that other forms of fishing are the

next best thing to flyfishing.  Just my opinion…

• A box of flies, tied by one of our own expert fly tyers, especially for the Cheesman

Canyon trip, worth $50.  If these don’t work for you, nothing will!

PLUS MORE!  So, come to the March meeting and buy your Raffle tickets.

R e m e m b e r, you’re helping to support all the clinics and educational activities CWF does

during the year. And many thanks to all the members who support me in putting these

R a ffles together. I couldn’t do it without you. — J Y

O U T R E A C H / P U B L I C  R E L AT I O N S
NATIONAL FLYFISHING CHAMPIONSHIP COMING JUNE 1-4
BY JANET CANAAN,  CHAIR

Colorado Women Flyfishers has been asked to put together a five-woman team to com-

pete in the National Fly Fishing Championship and Conservation Symposium to be held

in Boulder, Colorado from June 1-4, 2006. This program will host nine U.S. teams, includ-

ing existing Fly Fishing Team USA members and several international teams. They will

compete over a three-day period in five different fishing locations.

Among other things, this event is designed to promote fly fishing and the ethics of conservation;

create public awareness on environmental issues pertinent to the Colorado fisheries; encour-

age a catch-and-release mentality combined with the need to enhance cold water resources; pro-

duce a spectator-oriented activity that will generate interest and enthusiasm for fishing among

young people; create learning opportunities for individuals who currently participate or would

like to participate in the sport of fly fishing and support Fly Fishing Team USAand its participation

in International events carried out in the Olympic tradition. 

But that’s not all! Participation in this event is a chance to show the fly fishing commu-

nity that women are a critical component in our sport and to encourage other women to par-

ticipate. For team members, it’s a prime opportunity to demonstrate your skills, fish side-by-

side with competitors from all over the world, and gain whatever passes for public recognition

in the fly fishing world. To be considered for the team or for additional information about the

team, contact Janet Canaan at (303) 985-4479 or j c a n a a n @ j c a n a a n . c o m. To volunteer to work

the event, contact Trout Unlimited through the NFFC website: w w w. n a t i o n a l f l y f i s h -

i n g c h a m p i o n s h i p . c o m. To learn more about Fly Fishing Team USA, check out their website:

http://www.flyfishingteamusa.com. ✦

CWF Board of
Directors 2006
President
Anne Nichting
anichting@aol.com
Vice President
Diane Meyer
diane@dianemeyerphoto.com
Secretary
Nancy Sherman
anglers@peoplepc.com
Treasurer
Betty Peterson
betty@bettypeterson.com
Education 
Anita English
SB33MVP@aol.com
Funding 
Jody Yehle
jyehle@4240arch.com
Membership
Cathy Poirier
cpoirier@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor
Arlys Warfield
arlys@earthlink.net
PR-Outreach
Janet Canaan
jcanaan@jcanaan.com
Special Projects
Joanie McCord
scottishfisher@earthlink.net
Trips
Dawn Dobson
dobsond@earthlink.net
Phylllis Vinson
PHYLV@compuserve.com
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Editor  Arlys Wa rf i e l d
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Connie Rogers, Nancy Sherman, 
M i k i S e e l e y, Jody Yehle 
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C a rol Stegink 
Printer Alpha Graphics, Denver
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Roster
Please check your copy of the 
membership roster (or check it in
the Members Section of the CWF
Website) for any errors. Send 
c o rrections to cp o i r i e r @ c o m c a s t . n e t.
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CWF 2006 MEMBERSHIP
Membership for Calendar Year (January - December)

____   RENEWAL  Enclose a check for $25 made payable
to Colorado Women Flyfishers.

____   NEW MEMBER   (over 18?     yes___  no ___  )

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________ City_________________State_____ Zip___________

Home Phone: ___________________________________ Work Phone:____________________________________

Email: __________________________________________ Cell Phone: ___________________________________
The Club does not sell or trade or give away members’ contact information to outside vendors; 

however, rosters are printed quarterly for members‘ personal use only.

Flyfishing Ability: (circle one)          Professional           Advanced          Intermediate          Beginner

I would like to serve on the following committees:   (Circle as many as you like!)

Programs Membership Special Projects Education 

Outreach/PR  Newsletter Raffles/Funding Trips   

MAIL TO COLORADO WOMEN FLYFISHERS, P. O. BOX 101137, DENVER, CO 80250 - 1137

"Approach fly 
selection as a 
challenge rather
than a chore. 
Finding the right fly
through experimen-
tation is one of the
great satisfactions
of flyfishing.
Remember the 
worst thing that 
can happen is 
that you won’t
catch any fish."
T O M  R O S E B A U E R
“ T H E  O R V I S  F LY- F I S H I N G  G U I D E ”

L A S T  C A S T

Ed Kelley
Susan Kelley’s husband passed away on February 3rd. Susan told me it was Ed who encour-

aged her to develop an interest in flyfishing and was very supportive of her involvement

in CWF.  He accompanied her to many meetings and on many of the trips in which she

participated. He was a lovely gentleman. Those of us who had the pleasure to meet him

know that he will be greatly missed. We hope that his encouragement to pursue flyfish-

ing will give Susan an avenue on which to continue her journey in life. ✦

Charlie Nelson
A long time member of TU and leader in angling education programs for youth in Col-

orado, Charlie died during the weekend of February 3rd.  He was recognized by sight as

the older gentleman who attended so many of the flyfishing shows, carrying his oxygen

tank along with him. Among his many flyfishing accomplishments, he was instrumental

in setting up the hands-on fly tying opportunities offered at the West Denver Chapter of

Trout Unlimited’s annual Fly Tying Expo, which has been for many years and continues

to be held at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. Charlie helped introduce fly tying to hun-

dreds, if not thousands, of kids and adults. He introduced many people to flyfishing, includ-

ing our own Lisa Rattenni. He was a lively dancer, a wonderful tyer, a Channel 7 Every-

day Hero and a gentle soul. It can only be hoped that some of those to whom he brought

flyfishing will continue in his footsteps and mentor others. ✦

I N  M E M O R I A M  
CWF LOSES TWO GOOD FRIENDS
BY CRAIGE STA I N TO N

CAMPER FOR SALE  
Niagara Elite 2003 — a Coleman Pop-Up       • Excellent Condition       • Loaded with Upgrades & Extras  —   $12,000 

Call or email Joanie McCord at 303-344-8055 or scottishfisher@earthlink.net



COLORADO WOMEN FLYFISHERS, INC.

www.colowomenflyfishers.org

P. O. Box 101137

Denver, CO 80250-1137

Return Service Requested

FIRST CLASS MAIL

INSIDE: 

FLYFISHING MONGOLIA

AND CLUB HISTORY - PART 2

ALSO SNEAK PEEKS: ARK RIVER TRIP 

AND NORTH PLATE RIVER TRIP

✔

B E WARE - THE IDES OF MARCH The Members Only password for the CWF Website will
be changing on March 15, 2006. After that time, the old password will no longer allow
you to access the Members Only section of the Website. The new password is shown
on the bottom of the n e w membership ro s t e r. Keep your password handy — you would
not want to miss the great information available only to members of CWF!*


