
At our May meeting...

FLYFISHING
THE AMAZON
with Dr. Richard
Wheeler

The mighty Amazon River is home

to one of the most fascinating ecosys-
tems in the world. Many people dream
of visiting the Amazon, a few actually

do – and fewer still, have the opportu-
nity to flyfish in this ecological won-
derland. Join us for an adventure as

noted Colorado flyfisherman Dr. Richard
Wheeler shares his experiences fly-
fishing for Peacock Bass in the A m a z o n

drainages. The remote experience is
enhanced by sleeping and eating on
pontoon boats on the Unini River, iso-

lated from contact with other people for
the duration of the trip. With good
weather and no mosquitoes to deal

with, you can flyfish ten hours a day, and
concentrate on other more important
things like the piranhas, caimans, ana-

condas, and yes, the glorious Peacock
B a s s .— Diane Meyer, V. P. and Pro g r a m

Chair

How to Get There 
Piccolo’s is located at 3563 S. Monaco Parkway,
Denver, approx. one-half mile east of I-25 near
the southwest corner of Hampden and Monaco
in the King Soopers shopping center. Go to the
private banquet room on the right side of the
restaurant. We will be there!

DATE:
Tuesday, May 2, 2006

TIME:
5:30 - 6:30 Social Hour
6:30 - 7:30 Dinner  (Optional, $10.00)
7:30 - 8:30 Program

PLACE:
Piccolo’s Restaurant
3563 S. Monaco Parkway (near the corner of
Hampden), Denver

PLEASE BRING:
A donation for our monthly Raffle
A flyfishing friend   New guests are welcome!

MAY MEETING
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“Survival is tough, but it’s tougher when you’re stupid.” Peter Kummerfeldt had

a lot to say about back country safety and survival. He spent a good part of

his life in the military teaching others how to survive a wilderness emerg e n c y.

When his stint in the Air Force was over, Peter took all of his experience and

opened a company called Outdoor Safe, Inc. 

He began his talk by telling us that most people get into trouble in the woods

because they are unprepared for whatever situation they may encounter. “Take the

necessary equipment with you even if you are just going a short way down a trail,” he

a d v i s e s .

Survival means “the ability and desire to keep oneself alive,

all alone under adverse conditions, until rescued.” How do you

do this? Peter had a wealth of wisdom to share with us:  

• You must be able to shelter self. A blue tarp works well because

by the time you realize that you’re going to spend the night in

the woods, it’s too late to build a shelter. 

• Keep yourself hydrated. The brain doesn’t function like it

should when you’re dehydrated. Even if the only water available

is directly from a stream, drink it. You can deal with the

pathogens later. Drink until your urine is clear. It’s easier to pre-

vent bad things from happening than to deal with it afterward. 

Be Pre p a re d
Your will to survive shouldn’t have to depend on your tenacity. Be prepared.

• Take a First Aid and CPR course. T h e r e ’s no greater feeling of helplessness than when

someone you’re with gets hurt or sick.

• Don’t focus all your attention on getting rescued. 

• Watch what you read in magazines. Not all of what they tell you is practical. 

• Eyeglasses, magnifying glasses, camera lenses don’t work to start a fire, but magni-

fying glasses work great to scorch ants.

• Cigarette lighters can explode and don’t work well when it’s cold, windy or rainy.

• Metal matches are fantastic for starting fires, specifically the ones made in Australia. 

• The only matches that Peter recommends are the “Stormproof” three-inch matches from

REI. Store them in a waterproof orange container along with the strike plate, but keep the

strike plate away from the match head. Store half of the heads down in the container and

the other half up. 

• Belly button fuzz, clothes dryer lint and steel wool are useless for starting fires.

Instead, saturate cotton balls with Vaseline and keep them in a waterproof container. W h e n

lit, you have a water-resistant, wind-resistant flame.  

• Space blankets aren’t practical and fall apart if they get even a small hole in them.

Peter recommends Highway department trash bags found in the Outdoor Safe kit. Cut a

hole just large enough for your head, 90 degrees from the fold. You can also duct tape two

t o g e t h e r.

• Take a mirror. When signaling, put mirror up close to your eyes, get the target (plane,

rescuer, etc) between two fingers of your other hand, and signal. You can also use a cred-

it card the same way.

THE RAFFLE
The Raffle was a change of pace this month since all the donations came from

Club members . . . and the program speaker. The consensus was that C o r d i e

M e d i n a was the big winner, taking home the First Aid kit and Peter Kummerfeldt’s

b o o k . Brandi Lancaster’s mother won the ceramic fish and lucky C o n n i e

R o g e r s took away the CWF Traveling Fly Box.   n

CWF Calendar
May 2  . . . . . CWF Monthly Meeting

May 9  . . . . . CWF Board Meeting

May 13  . . . . Club Day Tr i p ,

Catamount Lakes

May 20-21 . . Club Weekend Tr i p ,

G rey Reef, Wy o m i n g

May 27  . . . . CWF Flyfishing Clinic

FOUL HOOKED: In last
m o n t h ’s issue, the caption
accompanying this 1 9 9 9
photo was a figment of some
e d i t o r ’s imagination. The fact
is Sue Arm s t rong was n o t
teaching fly tying at this
p a rticular monthly pro g r a m
meeting; instead she was
overseeing other members
who were heavily engaged in
following the action of that
n i g h t ’s Raffle drawing, except
for Sandy Wright, who seems
to have given up on getting
the CWF Traveling Fly Box.
Our thanks to those re a d e r s
who caught the erro r. — Ed.

” Take the
n e c e s s a ry
equipment with
you even if you
a re just going a 
s h o rt way
down a trail.”
P E T E R  K U M M E R F E L D T
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Welcome 
New Members

Brenda Hoskins . . . . . Arvada  

Gayle Snook  . . . . . . . Elizabeth

Mary Jo Shaffer  . . . . Colorado Springs 

• 32 New Members Enrolled in 2006.

B A C K  C A S T
APRIL PROGRAM MEETING - SURVIVAL FOR THE FITTEST
BY D IANE MEYER

A R C H I VAL I NF O R M ATION: Please send

any published articles featuring CWF, or

written by a CWF member, to Club Secre t a ry

Nancy Sherman, Ke e per of the CWF Arc h i v e s .
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You won’t want to miss this day trip to

these two scenic reservoirs. The lakes

are located at the base of Pikes Peak.

We will attempt to hit these waters

right after ice-off, which means the fish are

hungry and eager to accommodate our mis-

sion. You will want to bring a belly boat if

you have one; canoes or other boats without

motors are also allowed. Please remember

you must have a personal floatation device

for each person on board and a whistle for

emergencies.

Where and When to Meet
We will rendevous at A n g l e r’s Covey

Fly Shop in Colorado Springs at 8 a.m. and

depart by 8:20. The shop is located at 295

S. 21st Street (Tel: (719) 471-2984). To get

to the shop you go south on I-25 to Colorado

Springs and take the Cimarron/Hwy 24

Exit. At the bottom of the ramp, go right

at the light which is the intersection for Hwy

24. Continue a few miles down the road to

the shop, which will be on the right-hand

side. 

From the shop, we will continue west

approximately 20 miles on Hwy 24 to

Woodland Park. Two miles west of Wo o d-

land Park, turn left (south) on Edlowe

Road (CR 28) and travel about three miles

to the lake.  You can park at North Catamount

Reservoir and access South Catamount

Reservoir by hiking in on the footpath.

There is less pressure on the South Reser-

voir due to the short hike.

Fees
It is about a 40-50 minute drive up Pikes

Peak Highway to the North Slope Recreation

Area.  This is the only access, and it is a toll

road with fees of $10 per person for the

highway and $3 for the park fee. They do take

credit cards, although occasionally those

machines have been known to fail so best to

take cash. During the month of May, the hours

are 9 - 4 p.m.

What to Bring
You will want to bring clothing for all

weather conditions, as this is located at a very

high elevation. Belly boating in high lakes

after ice-off can be quite chilly. Be pre-

pared for snow or rain showers and possible

lightening. If you sense a storm building or

see lightening or hear thunder get off the lake

and take shelter! You will also need to bring

plenty of water, lunch, and snacks. It is best

to make sure you are already well hydrated

to avoid altitude sickness.

Gear and Flies to Bring
Bring your 4- or 5-weight rod with 9-foot

5x leaders and 4x - 6x tippet. 

Woolly Buggers are always a great go-

to fly. We will most likely encounter midge

hatches so you will want a variety of small

sub-surface flies to attract the risers. Dark Biot

Midges, Soft-Hackle Peacock, and Soft-

Hackle Hare’s Ear in sizes 14-16 are com-

monly used.   

For fish feeding off the top, you can

entice them with size 18 Parachute Adams

or Griffith’s Gnats.  You may also want to

bring along some Callibaetis imitations just

in case warmer weather wakes up the

Mayflies. We will also check with the shop

for their recommendations.

Sign-up sheets will be circulated at the

May meeting; make sure you stay tuned to

cwfTalk in case there are any unexpected

changes. Email me at d o b s o n d @ e a rt h -

link.net if you have any questions.  

You won’t want to miss out on this pic-

turesque trip!  Unpack your belly boat and

strap on your fins for a great time!  

Grey Reef, the extraordinary tailwater section of the North Plat-

te about 30 miles southwest of Casper, W Y (near the town of

Alcova) is our weekend destination on May 20, 21.  Rainbows

between 16-20 inches are quite common there and they are

not the biggest you'll find on the river.  Trophy trout over five

pounds are common. There are a lot of trout in the river; in fact, some

studies say the river supports over 4,000 trout per mile! 

The Grey Reef section of the North Platte River was just recent-

ly voted the #1 spot in the world for large fish by American Angler

M a g a z i n e. Previously, it was our little secret, but the secret is out so

expect a lot of folks fishing there.

Flyfishing in this river is not the same

as the fishing in a mountain stream. The North

Platte is a BIG river and, with higher flows,

can be tough to fish from shore. Plus, you

should never forget Wy o m i n g ’s winds so con-

sider bringing a larger rod, if you have one,

along with your 5-weight. Consider using a

3x leader and using 4x tippet. Remember that these are larg e ,

heavy, strong trout!

Directions to the Reef
Take I-25 north to Casper.  Take exit 188 South to get to W Y 2 2 0 .

Follow 220 about 30 miles to Grey Reef reservoir.

Casper Lodging
There are many hotels and motels in Casper at Exit 188 (which

is only about 30 minutes from the dam). The best rates we found were

$49.95 at Motel 6 and $69.95 at Super 8. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

G O  F I S H  C A T A M O U N T  L A K E S
MAY 13 DAY TRIP FEATURES BELLY BOATS AND BANKS WITH A VIEW
BY DAWN DOBSON, TRIP CO-CHAIR AND TRIP COORDINATO R

G O  F I S H  G R E Y  R E E F
MAY 20-21 WEEKEND TRIP TO THE NORTH PLATTE RIVER IN WYOMING
BY PHYLLIS V INSON, TRIP CO-CHAIR AND TRIP COORDINATO R

FRAN’S REEF ‘BOW Fran Sturgis shows off her North Platte rainbow.

R e m e m b e r,
these are
l a rge, heavy,
s t rong tro u t .
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Camping
There is BLM camping at some of the access points listed

above as well as at Alcova reservoir. There is a KOA c a m p g r o u n d

in Bar Nunn about 34 miles from the reef. Reserve at w w w. k o a k a m p -

g rouds.com/ where / w y / 5 0 1 5 5 / i n d e x . h t m l), and the Fort Caspar

Campground (www.ftcasparcamp.org) between Casper and Grey

Reef.  

There is also the option of camping along the Miracle Mile sec-

tion of the North Platte about 30 miles upstream of Grey Reef via

a well-maintained dirt road. 

Flies and Techniques
Most of the bugs, like the ever-popular scuds, are found near

the river bottom. Therefore, that’s where you'll find those big lazy

trout.   Set your nymphing rig so that you can get your flies deep

using 12-foot leaders and lots of weight if you have to.  Woolly Bug-

gers and other streamers are known to attract the big boys. 

The best fly combination for murky water

is a bright red San Juan Worm with a small

nymph on a dropper. Some suggested

nymphs: Midges (Brassie, Zebra Midge,

or your favorite pattern in cream, red, black).

Or use Scuds (olive, tan, orange #10-14) or

Blue Wing Olives (Pheasant Tails, RS2, or

your favorite Mayfly imitation), or Caddis

nymphs and Glo-Bugs. Agood size range for

all the nymphs is #16-22.

Guided Wade or Float Trips
A guided wade or float trip can be

arranged through the Platte River Fly Shop

(307) 237-5997 or The Ugly Bug Fly Shop (307) 234-6905. The Plat-

te River Fly Shop is on the south side of WY220 between Casper

and Alcova, and the Ugly Bug has a small shop right at Grey

Reef, so you’ll have a good chance to find that special fly, your fish-

ing license and get the current scoop.

A Wyoming non-resident daily fishing license is $11.

Fishing on
Your Own

Much of the land

along the river is pri-

vate. Helpfully, there

are signs that mark the

limits of the public

access: A small blue

sign indicates that the

area is public, red is

private.  

H e r e ’s a list of some

of the public access

points. All are identified

by a number on this

adjacent map. 

Wyoming Game

and Fish also off e r s

detailed maps of the

access areas that can

be reached using this

clickable map: http://

gf.state.wy.us/wildlife/access/gf/ southeast.asp

R O B E RTSON ROAD (1)  6 miles from Casper on W Y 220; turn

onto Robertson Road and travel 1/3 mile; Facilities: none.  

BESSEMER BEND (2 a) 11 miles from Casper on W Y 220; look

for sign; turn northwest onto Bessemer Road (County 308) and trav-

el 2.0 miles; Facilities: Toilet, Wildlife viewing, Boat Ramp.  

PARADISE VALLEY (2b) 11 miles from Casper on WY 220;

look for sign; turn northwest onto Bessemer Road (County 308) and

travel 2.8 miles. Dirt parking lot next to river;  Facilities: none.   

S C H M I T T (3 a)  14 miles from Casper on W Y 220;  Facilities:

Camp.  

S E C H R I S T (3 b)  15 miles from Casper on W Y 220; look for sign;

Facilities: Toilet, Boat Ramp.   

B Y THE WAY R A N C H (3 c)  18 miles from Casper on W Y 2 2 0 ;

look for sign; turn north on County Road 316;  Facilities: Toilet, Boat

Ramp. 

GOVERNMENT BRIDGE (4)  22 miles from Casper on WY

220; look for sign; Access also on west side of river, north from bridge;

no dogs allowed March 15 to May 1;  Facilities: none.  

L U S B Y (5 a)  24 miles from Casper on W Y 220; turn south onto

signed WG&F road and follow to river;  Facilities: Toilet, Boat Ramp.  

G R E Y REEF (5 b) 29 miles from Casper on W Y 220; turn east

onto County 412 and follow to river;  Facilities: Toilet, Camp, Boat

Ramp.  

ABOVE GREY R E E F (5 c) 30 miles from Casper on W Y 2 2 0 ;

turn southeast just below Alcova Dam; parking and access on

north side of road;  Facilities: None.

More Catching Advice
R e m e m b e r, when you head up to the Reef, follow the advice of

Mitch Bangert from the Harrison’s Guest House & Guide Service

in Saratoga: “ . . . it is real important to get your flies down to the

fish . . . weight, weight and more weight; then look for them in the

slack water inside of the main runs.”

For questions, call (303) 690-6737 or email me at  p h y l v @ c o m -

puserve.com.  

See you on the river! 

CONTINUED FROM PR EVIOUS PAG E

“. . .  weight,
weight, and
m o re weight;
then look for
them in the
slack water
inside of the
main ru n s . ”
M I T C H  B A N G E R T,

H M A N D C O  A P R I L

N E W S L E T T E R
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SNEAK PEEKS
MONARCH LAKE AND ARAPAHO CREEK
Near Lake Granby
Day Trip: Saturday, June 10

In an attempt to beat the ru n - o ff blues, we will travel to the Arapaho National Recre a t i o n

A rea near Lake Granby. We will have several fishing options: If you enjoy belly boating, bring

it; others can fish from the beautiful shoreline of Monarch Lake.  There are stocked Rainbows

and a few Mackinaw (lake trout) in this lake.  

A c c e s s
Below the lake runs Arapaho Creek, which offers several sections of public access before

it empties into Lake Granby by the Arapaho Bay Campground.  The Mackinaw from Lake Gran-

by will migrate up this stream in search of spawning fish and they can be quite a challenge

to bring in when they get up to about 20 inches!  It is a great place to strip streamers, but

be prepared when they get hit as the Macs are not a shy fish.  

Although this is officially a day trip, those of you who are eager to camp and tempt the

snow gods can re s e rve a campsite at this beautiful location by getting on-line at re s e rv e u s a . c o m .
Stay tuned to next month’s newslettter and CWF talk for all the details! — Dawn Dobson

DELANEY BUTTE LAKES
North Park, Walden,
Weekend Trip: June 24-25

This area has a little of everything.  We'll have the opportunity of fishing for trophy tro u t

in the Delaney Butte Lakes or, depending on snow melt, fishing the North Platte River or its

tributaries; the Michigan, Illinois, Roaring Fork and North Fork. On the lakes, we may hit damsel

and callibaetis hatches.  If we miss the hatches, one can always throw streamers to pull out

the big boys. Speaking of big boys, that can also be a description of the mosquitoes!

Fishing Contact Information
North Park Anglers: Go to http://www.northparkanglers.com

Possible Lodging Options
T h e re is free camping around the lakes.  Lake John Resort RV Park and Cabins: (970) 723-

3226 http://www.coloradodirectory .com/lakejohnresort/ (We've got information coming

about a group cabin here); North Park Inn: (970) 723-4271  h t t p : / / h o m e . c e n t u ry t e l . n e t / n o rt h
parkmotel ; Antlers Inn & River Rock Café: (970) 723-8690 — Phyllis Vi n s o n

Windy Reminders
The following fishing tips, which could

be useful to members traveling on the

Club trip at Grey Reef, were culled

f rom Charlie Meyers’ April 11th column

in the Denver Post.

On a recent trip to the North Platte

River in Wyoming, where the wind

blows a little, gusts were strong enough

to blow the horns off an antelope . . .  an

angler turned to radical measures if he

intended to keep catching fish.

• SHORTEN UP. Remove as much

line and leader from play as possible. Sur-

face disturbance caused by extreme

wind allows you to approach fish much

closer than normal. Get your rod tip

close to the water, with only a couple of

feet of monofilament showing.

• LOSE THE INDICATO R . Most of

us have come to rely heavily on balsa or

yarn for strike detection or even to

improve drift in certain situations. But this

quickly becomes a liability in high wind,

d i fficult to cast and even more injurious

to a dead drift. A powerful downstream

wind causes water on the surface to

accelerate; an indicator becomes an even

f a s t e r-moving element in that process.

Underwater observers have noted

that nearly half of all bites go unde-

tected with an indicator, even when the

wind isn’t blowing. With a shorter line,

you’ll feel or sense the take.

This is the essence of the European

system that’s sweeping the field in inter-

national competition.

• ADD W E I G H T. The only eff e c t i v e

way to present a fly to a deeply submerg e d

trout in extreme conditions is to add

enough weight to slow the drift. T h e r e ’s

no such thing as too much weight. If you

can cast it, you can use it and the task

becomes more manageable when using

a short line. Just don’t forget to duck.

An extra split shot or two can make

all the difference between catching and

going empty. If using more lead frustrates

you, consider your irritation at not catch-

ing anything.

A severe wind condition demands

equally extreme measures to combat

it. The alternative is to go home.

O U T C A S T S

NOW . . .  IF ONLY SOMEONE WOULD GIVE ME A PUSH — OR A PULL   Dee Bond appears to need Marion
N u t t ’s help getting off the shore at Delaney Butte Lakes.

From the 1999 CWF Archives 
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Getting access to remote waters is

always a thrill, but often involves

paying a guide with a drift boat.

There is, however, another alternative.

Personal pontoon boats (kickboats, catarafts,

belly boats — call them what you will)

provide a thrilling means of floating many

rivers and lakes, and are a great way to be

s e l f - s u fficient at a reasonable price. A g o o d

8- or 9-foot pontoon boat, fully rigged, will

run you about $700 to $1,200 and should last

for years. Add a life jacket and a lunch,

and you are good to go! Well, almost. 

On March 25th on the Arkansas River in

Salida,  four intrepid CWF members, Con-

nie Rogers, Dawn Dobson, Debbie Ratliff

and Janet Canaan — forever dubbed The Pon-

toon Princesses — learned that it takes a lot

of skill and energy to safely pilot a small boat

through moving water. As Greg Felt of

ArkAnglers says, “Our goal is to make

anglers into safe boaters – people who know

their abilities, know their limits and who have

the proper foundation so they can continue

to improve their skills on their own.” And he

is the guy who can do it!

It was a beautiful day, unseasonably

warm, sunny, very little wind. After rig-

ging up the boats, we four adventurers,

along with Greg and Kevin Potter (a.k.a. Cave-

man), started down the river. The first few

miles were spent learning to make the boats

go where they should, preferably front-first.

Rowing across the current at an angle, called

“ferrying,” was one of the most important skills

of the day, and soon all four of us novices were

able (more or less) to move our boats from

one side of the river to the other to catch an

eddy or avoid an obstacle. And there were

plenty of obstacles, from rocks that seemed

to suddenly pop up out of nowhere, to fall-

en trees, shallow gravel bars, even each

other! The fast-moving water challenged

e v e r y o n e ’s skills, but the laughter and

encouragement from each rower provided a

pleasant backdrop to the sound of the river

and the splash of oars.

About mid-morning, though, things got

serious. The first big obstacle

on the trip — a 12-foot low-

head dam with something

euphemistically called a “boat

chute” was scouted. This was

no laughing matter. Would our

new skills be enough to get

us safely down the chute? One

by one, displaying varying levels of grace and

d i g n i t y, all the rowers made it through – some

forwards, some sideways, some backwards,

but all safely.

Rowing is harder than it looks, and a

key to any endeavor is to know your limits.

By lunch (eaten in style at a real picnic

table in downtown Salida), Connie and

Janet had called it quits. A call to Greg’s wife

MEMOIRS OF A PONTOON PRINCESS
OR, HOW I LEARNED NEW WATER SKILLS FOR THE SPORT
BY JANET CANAAN

“Our goal is to make anglers into safe
boaters — people who know their abilities,
know their limits and who have the proper
foundation so they can continue to
improve  their skills on their own. ”
G R E G  F E LT,  A R K A N G L E R S

PONTOON PRINCESSES AT WORK  In the shadow of the Collegiate Peaks, Connie’s day started out uneventfully . . . but the pain on Debbie’s
(above) and Dawn’s (inset) faces show the day’s toll on the group — and the eff o rt re q u i red to learn how to manage these bulbous boats.
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produced a pickup truck for our two boats,

and we beat a tired retreat from the river. No

sooner had we arrived back at the shop than

another call came in: almost immediately after

getting back on the river, Dawn managed to

go for a swim, flipping her boat, losing an

oar and filling her waders with icy river

water. Another trip

for Greg’s wife, this

time with fresh

waders, dry clothes

and a new oar. But

Dawn, undaunted,

headed back on

stream.

The afternoon

proved to be far

more challenging

for Dawn and Deb-

bie. Faster water,

more rocks, and big-

ger holes forced them to use all the skills they

had gained, and find some new ones. As Cave-

man commented later, “I can’t believe the

change: barely able to go in a straight line in

the morning, and practically pros by the

afternoon.” Tired but happy, Dawn and Deb-

bie made it off the river in time for a great

dinner and a much-deserved rest.

The Pontoon Princesses are ready to

tackle new water. Don’t be surprised to see

us floating down the Green River, the Cone-

jos, the San Juan, Grey Reef or other rivers

that are calling. And maybe this time,

therewill actually be time to stop and fish. W h o

knows what this new mobility will bring?   n

What is a Low-head Dam?
A low-head dam stretches across the width of a river and is typically built to back up water
in a river for a variety of reasons. This wall-like stru c t u re pools the water as it flows over the
c rest and drops to the lower level. These dams are virtually invisible from upstream, plus the
hydraulic jump resulting from the water falling over the dam creates a powerful undertow
that can trap and hold boats, people and other objects.

A boat chute provides a safer way to nav-
igate past a low-head dam by turning one
big drop into (in this case, three) smaller
drops. The photograph at right shows the
v e ry boat chute the Pontoon Princesses con-
q u e red (it looks bigger and scarier in real life).

Photographs and information “bor-
rowed” from these websites: h t t p : / / s l a c k-
e rdom.com; http://www.boatsafe.com; http://
w w w. s k e l l y l o y. c o m.  —JC

S AT I S FACTION, GUARANTEED The author is pleased overall with the day’s outing.

“I can’t
believe the
c h a n g e :
b a rely able to
go in a
straight line
in the
m o rning, and
p r a c t i c a l l y
p ros by the
a f t e rn o o n. ”
K E V I N  P O T T E R ,

A R K A N G L E R S

THE PONTOON PRINCESSES  Debbie, Dawn, Janet and Connie.  Tiaras in place.
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S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T S
MARCH 25TH SOUTH PLATTE RIVER CLEAN-UP 
BY JOANIE  MCCORD,  CHAIR

On Saturday, March 25th only nine members showed up for

our Annual River Clean-Up, which was disappointing since

it was such a glorious, fun and educational day.  We start-

ed about 8:30 a.m. at the Kassler Center in Waterton Canyon

with fresh coffee, doughnuts, indoor bathrooms and

lots of humor (See picture. Can you believe it …

those were the bags we used!). We might have

been small in numbers but we were mighty in

spirit.   

After spending the better part of the morning

combing the South Platte River and its banks for trash, we came back

together about 11:30 for a most enjoyable lunch of grilled chick-

en, hotdogs and brats – all cooked by Chef Marian. We also

enjoyed a variety of chips, cookies, fruit and cold, cold drinks.  

After lunch, Peter Wa l k e r, chief aquatic biologist for Colorado

Department of Wildlife, gave a program about several different threats

to our rivers and streams. Not only

did he give us more information

about the New Zealand Mud Snail

but also one most of us have never

heard of, the Zebra Mussel, which

is now found in watersheds in the

east  and in the Great Lakes — and moving this way.  And … did

you know that Eleven Mile, the area considered the fishing Mira-

cle Mile, has no evidence of the New Zealand

Mud Snail; however, below the dam the

river i s heavily infested. 

I would like to thank the River Clean-Up

Chair Marian Roper. She did another out-

standing job. Not only did she get us on a part

of the river we hadn’t been able to do before,

but she also acquired the Kassler Center

building so we could have a nice, cool  indoor

facility in which to eat lunch and enjoy our

program presentation. 

Also, it was great to have Sherri Moore,

all the way up from Woodland Park, join us!

Thanks for driving up, Sherri!  n

DRESSED TO KILL . . . TRASH The orange
garbage bags and rubber gloves were stylish
accessories to these hardy souls’ clean-up
attire.  They are  (left to right)  Dawn Blom,
Chris Juvan, Joanie McCord, Alexis Ralston
(at the rear), Miki Seeley, Nancy Sherman,
Craige Stainton and Marion Roper.

“I would like to thank River Clean-
Up Chair Marion Roper . . . she did
another outstanding job. ”
J O A N I E  M C C O R D

MISSING YOUR NEWSLETTER?

N OT GETTING cwfTALK MESSAG E S ?

HELP IS ON THE WAY.

If you have moved or changed your telephone number or email
a d d ress, you need to contact our membership chair, Cathy Poirier. Cathy
maintains the CWF Roster and provides the newsletter editor with addre s s
labels for mailing each issue. Call her at (303) 984-4193 or email her
at cpoirier@comcast.net.

If you are a subscriber to cwfTalk and have changed your email addre s s ,
please contact Arlys Wa rfield at a r l y s @ e a rt h l i n k . n e t so you can continue
receiving cwfTalk messages.

WE ARE INDEBTED

t o Nancy Rutherford

Turley f o r

p r oviding the  

archival photo-

graphs we  have

been and will be

publishing in the

newsletter during

this, CWF’s tenth, year. If there are other

members who possess early photographs of

Club members and/or Club activities they

would like to share with the membership,

please send them to the editor. n

2006:THE
TENTH 

YEAR OF 
CWF
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Spring brings out waders and boots

and rods and reels, which have been

stored in closets throughout the met-

ropolitan area. It also brings out many

chances for beginner members to learn the

basics of flyfishing or for experienced mem-

bers to further develop their skills in the

sport. Here are two of them.

The Beginners’ Mini-Clinic
On Saturday, April 8th five CWF mem-

bers — Anne Nichting, Nancy Sherman,

Joanie McCord, Anita English and Diane

Kyncl — conducted a beginners clinic at

A n i t a ’s house.  The attendees included Bren-

da Hoskins, Maryanne Butler, Berta Thim-

mig, Alexis Ralston, Ginny Wa i n w r i g h t ,

Melody Gardineer, Dot Lindsey and Kellie

Isaac. 

The three-hour clinic covered equip-

ment, knots, casting and water safety with

several take-home handouts.  The wide vari-

ety of material covered was helpful both to

the raw beginners, who had not begun to pur-

chase fishing equipment, as well as helping

the ones who had fished before fine tuning

their skills. 

Each instructor brought her gear to use

for demonstrations.  The most unusual items

were from Joanie’s bag — a shoehorn on a

two-foot long stick and a bootjack.  She

d o e s n ’t even bend over to put on or take

off her shoes! 

The fun atmosphere was definitely

enhanced by the beautiful spring weather.

Everyone had such a good time that I’m

sure this clinic could be repeated on request

for another group of beginners. — Diane Kyncl

May 27 Education Clinic
Reminder

So, you’ve gone to the Arkansas and

caught a few fish.  How would you like to catch

even more? Come to the spring clinic on Sat-

u r d a y, May 27th. Our all-star line up of pro-

fessional instructors —

Cathy Greenwald, Carol

Neville, Dana Rikimaru

and Dan Wright — will

help you perfect those

skills. 

You won’t  get better

instruction anywhere,

especially for the price. 

Mail your form today.

See the clinic application inserted in this

issue. If you have questions, call me at (303)

424-2354 or email me at S B 3 3 M V P @ a o l . c o m. 

The late application deadline has been

extended to Friday, May 12. —Anita English

E D U C A T I O N  C L I N I C S  
MEMBERS PREPARE FOR THE NEW SEASON
BY ANITA ENGLISH,  CHAIR

THE APRIL DRY LAND MINI-CLINIC  Participants  (left to right) Berta Thimmig, Alexis Ralston,   Dot
Lindsey, Ginny Wainwright (standing), Melody Gardineer,  Kellie Isaac; and instructors Anita English
(back to camera),  Nancy Sherman, Diane Kyncl and Joanie McCord enjoy fine weather and a good
view in Anita’s backyard.

” Yo u
w o n ’t get
b e t t e r
i n s t ru c t i o n
a n y w h e re ,
e s p e c i a l l y
for the
p r i c e . ”
A N I TA  E N G L I S H

O F F S T R E A M
TROUT UNLIMITED
OPPOSES PROPOSALS 
TO SELL PUBLIC LAND
BY CHRIS WOOD AND
STEVE MOYER,  TROUT
U N L I M I T E D

For Club members who are not aware of

recent proposals to sell portions of public

lands, we are reprinting in its entirety Tro u t

Unlimited’s action alert to its members.

The Bush A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s Fiscal Ye a r

2007 budget to Congress contains two

proposals that would allow for the sale

of public lands crucial for fish and

wildlife habitat, and fishing and hunting.

The first proposal is buried within the

F Y 2007 budget for the United States

Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land

Management. Historically, the govern-

ment has allowed the sale of isolated

parcels of BLM lands provided that the

income generated is used for acquiring

high priority conservation lands within

BLM conservation areas, National Forests,

National Parks, and other public lands.

The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s proposal would

require that 70 percent of all income from

land sales be used to reduce the federal

d e f i c i t .

Over a 10-year period, the A d m i n i s-

t r a t i o n ’s proposal would require that more

than $350 million of BLM land is sold

with little regard for their wildlife, fish, and

water values. In a second proposal, the

United States Department of A g r i c u l t u r e

(USDA) is proposing to sell off thousands

of acres of National Forest lands to raise $800

million to fund the Secure Rural Schools

program as part of the Forest Service’s

Fiscal Year 2007 budget proposal. T h e

Secure Rural Schools legislation was passed

six years ago by Congress to offset the

loss of revenue in rural communities aff e c t-

ed by a downturn in logging activity on

National Forests.

Trout Unlimited strongly opposes

both of these proposals. And they contin-

ue a trend of government disregard of how

important public lands are to those that fish

and hunt. Most sportsmen cannot afford to

pay for private hunts or high rod fees for

access to private waters. Public lands are

the back yard of the little guy, and they pro-

vide crucial opportunities for hunting and

f i s h i n g . CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Jody Ye h l e ’s Rockin’ Raffle

BOOGIE DOWN AT M AY’S ROCKIN’ R A F F L E This month’s search for the com-

plete fly shop turned up a new one that has actually been around for years (thank you

Pat Nilsson for your helpful detective work). Our featured fly shop this

month is Royal Stevens Limited at 1610 E. Girard Place in Engle-

wood, located a couple blocks west of University and north of

Hampden.  You can reach Royal Stevens at (303) 788-0433.

Steve Johnson gave us a groovy discount on

our Raffle items and donated a $10 gift cer-

tificate. Right on, Steve!

N O W,  LET’S ROCK ’N RAFFLE… because this

month you could catch a colorful handmade glass

fish … because, after all, for us flyfishers, rose-colored glass-

es come in all species.

Maybe you’d like to tie up some fine dry micro flies with Stalcup's Micro

Fine Dry Fly Dubbing and Dispenser  (sounds like a DJ I used to know) and then put

them in your very cool, very thin Six Compartment Fly Box made especially for those

very fine flies. Or string up 12 Psychedelic Soft Reel Eggs of the Orange Roe variety

on special Egg Hooks (anyone can tie up these lovelies as long as you have the bottle

of Zap-A-Gap, which is included).

But, if tying isn’t your thing, you could take home a couple of Black Wooly Bug-

gers with their buddies, the new style Rubber Leg Stone Flies that will boogie woogie

woogie anywhere there are stone flies, unlike the old rubber legs that won’t boogie

woogie anymore because they are like, totally stoned flies, dude.

How about five Para BWO Dries with extended bodies and their pre-extended

young apprentices, five BWO Nymph Emergers (was that an ’80s band?).  T h e s e

babies will rise to whatever occasion you throw them into.  

But just in case you want to really get down, some Soft Tungsten Tacky Weight will

get you there. Watch out for those new Rubber Leg Stones, though. We hear they can

really get down… and dirty.

We also have some outrageous Member Donations, plus our most excellent Fly-of-

the-Month, courtesy of the righteous Pat Dorsey and the disco-dazzling CWF Tr a v e l-

ing Fly Box.

So, mark your calendars and COME PA RT Y DOWN WITH CWF at the May

monthly program meeting.  We will… we will… rock you! — J Y

The Raffle Corner - May 2006
CWF Board of
Directors 2006
President
Anne Nichting
anichting@aol.com
Vice President
Diane Meyer
diane@dianemeyerphoto.com
Secretary
Nancy Sherman
anglers@peoplepc.com
Treasurer
Betty Peterson
betty@bettypeterson.com
Education 
Anita English
SB33MVP@aol.com
Funding 
Jody Yehle
jyehle@4240arch.com
Membership
Cathy Poirier
cpoirier@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor
Arlys Warfield
arlys@earthlink.net
PR-Outreach
Janet Canaan
jcanaan@jcanaan.com
Special Projects
Joanie McCord
scottishfisher@earthlink.net
Trips
Dawn Dobson
dobsond@earthlink.net
Phylllis Vinson
PHYLV@compuserve.com

This Issue
Editor  Arlys Wa rf i e l d
Proofreaders
Connie Rogers, Nancy Sherm a n
Production  Jane Francen 
Printer Alpha Graphics, Denver

Note that the copy and art deadline 
is the15th of every month.

Website
www.colowomenflyfishers.org

Roster
Please check your copy of the 
membership roster (or check it in
the Members Section of the CWF
Website) for any errors. Send 
c o rrections to cp o i r i e r @ c o m c a s t . n e t.

Equally important is the role of public land in providing habitat for fish and wildlife. More

than 50 percent of all blue-ribbon trout streams, for example, flow across National Forests.

These landscapes shouldn’t be made available to the highest bidder simply because the gov-

ernment cannot balance its own checkbook. The federal government’s FY 2007 budget is

$2.7 trillion. Just as children’s education shouldn’t be dependent on timber sales, nor

should sportsmen be forced to bear the cost of the government’s fiscal irresponsibility.

The proposal is harmful because it will lead to the loss of fish and wildlife habitat and hunt-

ing and fishing opportunities on the National Forests. We urge Congress to reject these pro-

posals, and we pledge to work with Congress to find more reasonable solutions for its var-

ious funding shortfalls.

What You Can Do
Congress will be considering specific legislative proposals from the BLM and the For-

est Service to sell public lands by May 15. Contact your member of Congress and tell them

to keep public lands in public hands.

For more information, contact: Chris Wood, c w o o d @ t u . o rg, (703) 284-9403, or Steve Moyer,

sm o y e r @ t u . o rg, (703) 284-9406.  n

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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”Keep
yourself
hydrated. 
The brain
doesn’t
function like
it should
when you’re
dehydrated. ”
P E T E R  K U M M E R F E L D T,
A P R I L  P R O G R A M  M E E T I N G

L A S T  C A S T

CWF 2006 MEMBERSHIP
Membership for Calendar Year (January - December)

____   RENEWAL  Enclose a check for $25 made payable
to Colorado Women Flyfishers.

____   NEW MEMBER   (over 18?     yes___  no ___  )

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________ City_________________State_____ Zip___________

Home Phone: ___________________________________ Work Phone:____________________________________

Email: __________________________________________ Cell Phone: ___________________________________
The Club does not sell or trade or give away members’ contact information to outside vendors; 

however, rosters are printed quarterly for members‘ personal use only.

Flyfishing Ability: (circle one)          Professional           Advanced          Intermediate          Beginner

I would like to serve on the following committees:   (Circle as many as you like!)

Programs Membership Special Projects Education 

Outreach/PR  Newsletter Raffles/Funding Trips   

MAIL TO COLORADO WOMEN FLYFISHERS, P. O. BOX 101137, DENVER, CO 80250 - 1137

c w f Ta l k @ Topica.com keeps you up-to-date with all Club activities and is the link that members need between monthly meetings
and newsletter mailings. Contact Arlys Warfield at a r l y s @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t to sign up. Note that the views expressed in cwfTalk emails
re p resent those of the sender and not necessarily those of other CWF members or its Board of Dire c t o r s.

GUIDES OF MARCH Sherri Moore and Debbie Seiden assisted Chris Juvan with her Eleven Mile
rainbow photo op last month.
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