
A sociable club for women who fly fi s h

At our May meeting...

BONEFISHING
FUN IN THE
BAHAMAS
with Kay DuShane    

How to Get There 

Piccolo’s is located at 3563 S. Monaco Parkway,

Denver, approx. one-half mile east of I-25 near

the southwest corner of Hampden and Monaco

in the King Soopers shopping center. Go to the

private banquet room on the right side of the

restaurant. We will be there!  Take light rail for a

new and less stressful trip to the meeting.    

DATE:
Tuesday, May 5, 2009

TIME:
5:00* - 6:30 Social Hour
6:30 - 7:30 Dinner  (Optional, $10.00)
7:30 - 8:30 Program
* Beginner anglers who arrive early can brush

up on various knots to get ready for the fishing
season. Experienced members will teach essen-
tial flyfishing knots to those who arrive early.

PLACE:
Piccolo’s Restaurant
3563 S. Monaco Parkway (near the corner of
Hampden), Denver

PLEASE BRING:

A flyfishing friend  New guests are welcome!

MAY MEETING
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Last April, CWF member Sharon
Bax and Teresa Corely joined guide
Kay DuShane for a week of bonefishing
on Acklins Island — it was the first
time for either Sharon or Teresa to fly-
fish for saltwater species.The three will
present a slide showof their experience,
with an emphasis on how it is for first
timers. Their goal is to demystify and/or
take the fear out of it for those who
might someday want to try, but may be
too intimidated. 

Kay DuShane began guiding profes-
sionally in 2001 and enjoys helping
others experience the joys of catching fish
on flies. Living in the mountains, she
always is ready to share the beauty and
joy offered by Colorado’s rivers.

Kay also spends significant time chas-
ing saltwater species. Her favorite haunts
include the Bahamas and the Yucatan
Peninsula of Mexico. Whether hunting
bonefish, tarpon, snook, jacks or roost-
erfish, her enthusiasm for saltwater tar-
gets is as contagious as it is when fish-
ing for trout. She has recently begun
hosting trips in the Bahamas.   — Mary
Manka, V. P. and Program Chair



CWF Calendar

May 2-3  . . . . Club Weekend Tr i p ,

Arkansas River

May 5 . . . . . . Club Meeting

May 12 . . . . . Club Board Meeting

May 16 . . . . . Club Day Tr i p ,

Quincy Reserv o i r

May 30-31  . . Wo m e n ’s Flyfishing

We e k e n d

FOUL HOOKED: The idea of

dispensing with the snail-mailed

newsletter came to me while

standing in line at the neighbor-

hood post office waiting for nine

people ahead of me to complete

their transactions with the one

clerk on duty. Before April, the

lines moved quickly with the three

clerks plodding away. But staff

reductions have made trips to the

post office time-wasting

experiences. And this day no one

was buying stamps — the line

included those picking up packages

and those, like me, forced to wait

on line to mail registered

envelopes, or to pay for priority

mail materials or bulk orders of

stamps (which are not available in

the lobby machines). Yes, I know

Virginia, we do have the option of

buying sheets of first class stamps

at Costco but that still doesn’t

satisfy the purchase of the 59 cent

stamp when the newsletter goes

beyond 8 pages or includes inserts. 

I see the day coming in the very

near future when your newsletter

will arrive by email. — Ed.
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We l c o m e

New Members

Niki Burns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Littleton

Jill Coffman  . . . . . . . . . . . . Lakewood

Jane Main  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Denver

Beth Tweed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Littleton

36 New Members in 2009

G
reg Felt fooled me this year. I thought his Arkansas River presentation would match pre-
vious programs on the Mother’s Day Caddis Hatch, and all I needed to do in this report
was to pick up last year’s text and paste it onto this column. Sure, he did give many sim-
ilar tips for fishing the hatch, but a lot of his program centered on new information. For

example, he discussed the disastrous 2008 water flows and the steps the fishing community
has taken to curb the flows during the critical April 1 – May 15 fishing period. This year we
can expect no more than 300-450 cfs vs. last year’s 700-1200 flows!

Chris Juvan asked about the increase in the rainbow population. Greg noted that although
rainbows don’t spawn very effectively in the Arkansas, the population has doubled in the last
few years with the introduction of a fast-growing Hofer rainbow  hybrid – 75,000 six-inch Hofer
hybrids grow twice as fast as other fish and should reach 15” next year.

Populations of mayflies and stoneflies have also increased recently (Greg’s personal
opinion is that brown trout prefer blue-winged olives.). Rigging in the a.m. might include BWO
e m e rgers and nymphs in faster water; try size 18-20 Barr Emerger or Jujubaetis, or size 20 Para-
chute Adams or Brook Sprout Baetis. He also suggests to keep moving — brown trout don’t
like humans; they clam up.

Later in June,  Felt likes to fish stoneflies near the shoreline when the water is high.
The Caddis Hatch

• The hatches come up in isolated bursts. Try to stay in front of the hatch and use your ther-
mometer to gauge when the hatch will appear (the key temperature is 54 degrees). 

• On a sunny day, fish a caddis dry (size 16 Puterbaugh Black Foam Caddis or Greg Gar-
c i a ’s Mother’s Day Caddis) with an olive or grey caddis pupa dropper. Let the rig swing down
all the way. The pupa will rise in a natural way at the end of your swing.

• On a cloudy day, try the caddis dry with a BWO emerger dropped 3-4’ from the dry.
• Also good in the spring is using streamers (dark woolly buggers with a bit of crystal flash,

or Zonkers) to catch browns. Trout tend to bump the fly first, then bite it. So be patient and
wait for the full bite before setting the hook.

• Start your day around 10 a.m. and fish until 3, when fish stop eating. Take a lunch break
and come back at 5 p.m. to fish when egg-laying caddis drop their egg sacs. Fish will be more
aggressive. Consider skipping a size 14 peacock caddis across the river’s surface.
A rk A n g l e rs

Greg encouraged the group to use ArkAnglers as a resource for fishing the Arkansas all year
round. They provide Club members with discount prices on trips and gear. Their website w w w. a r k a n -
glers.com keeps up-to-date fishing reports for the 110 miles of river. He also passed out the
2009 Central Colorado Fishing Guide, useful for identifying locations to fish, hatch charts and
angling tactics — an added plus for those of us who attended the meeting. ■

B A C K  C A S T  

APRIL MEETING 2009 — FISHING THE ARKANSAS RIVER

BY ARLYS WA R F I E L D

MEDIA STA R Our own Mary Kuchynka was featured in the 2009 Central Colorado Fishing Guide.
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G O  F I S H  Q U I N C Y  R E S E R V O I R

MAY 16 DAY TRIP TO AURORA’S WET PLAYGROUND COMES WITH CONDITIONS

BY ANN HOWELL,  TRIP COORDINATO R

R
un off is nature’s way of cleaning our rivers. While this cleans-
ing process is taking place, we will fish close to home at Quin-
cy Reservoir in Aurora.  You can walk-wade, float tube or use
your non-motorized watercraft.  Quincy Reservoir is well-

known for its brown and rainbow trout, but
anglers can also hook into large mouth bass,
perch and tiger muskie. Note that the one-time
state record pike came from here.

The Reservoir has a fee system based on
a daily entry of $7.00 per person. Hours are
5:30 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Equipment to Bring

Waders MUST be worn to enter the water
at Quincy. You can fish it from a boat (hand
powered or electric only) or walk the shore-
line 3.5 mile perimeter loop trail (note that
neither dogs nor bikes are allowed on the path.)
Electric motor boats are allowed but must be
hand-launched. 

If you use a belly boat or a boat, there is
a Watercraft Access Pass which is new for
2009. You will have to pay a one-time fee of
$10. The pass must be affixed to the lower right
corner of the vehicle towing, or otherwise trans-
porting any boat or watercraft. This includes,
but is not limited to, belly boats and pontoon
b o a t s .

There is a picnic table there but no grills are allowed.
There is no running water; there are two port-a-potties — bring

your own T P. 
Tackle and Flies to Bring

Bring 5 or 6 wt. rod,  7-1/2 foot 4x leader
and 4x and 5x tippet.  If you are going to strip
streamers, a 5-foot section of an old leader
or a section of heavy monofilament will
work fine. 

Flies include chironomidae in red and black,
G r i ff i t h ’s Gnats, Parachute Adams, woolly
buggers, damsel nymphs, gold-ribbed hare's
ears and pheasant tails.  Bunny flies in black
and purple, and Clouser’s Minnow imitate
bait fish.
Meeting Place and

D i re c t i o n s

We will meet at the Reservoir.  Access to
main parking lot and boat launch area is off
of Quincy Avenue, 1 mile east of Buckley
Road.  From I-225 take the Parker Road exit.
Go south on Parker Road to Quincy Av e n u e
and head east. The Reservoir is located on
the south side of Quincy.
Q u e s t i o n s ?

Call me at 303-910-6557 or e-mail A n n
@ C a l l A n n 4 H o m e s . c o m . ■

For the first time in Club history a scheduled

trip was canceled.  The Dre a m s t ream trip

was originally scheduled for March 28.

The area had gotten a lot of snow, and I fig-

u red the roads would be a problem.  So, I

decided to re-schedule for Saturd a y, April

4 t h . What was I thinking?! The next week

we got lambasted by another, bigger storm !

Springtime in the Rockies is a joy and

sometimes  . . . a surprise. Keep the faith,

ladies. Good times are just around the cor-

n e r. — Anita English, Trips Dire c t o r

Chris Juvan’s Report: You are too hard on

yourself, Anita.  March 28 turned into a very

nice day!  Not that much snow on the

g round along the river, and the sun was out

most of the day and no wind until about 3!!

Water was a little murky but fishable, and

several fish were caught. Craige had a

huge rainbow, probably 5-7 pounds!! Yo u

may be cursed, but I say "KEEP IT UP"!!!   

A CLUB FIRST:

DREAMSTREAM TRIP WAS 

A RECORD BREAKER!

CRYSTAL LAKE/UPPER ARKANSAS

Leadville, CO  

Day Trip: June 13 

We are going to altitude for the second float tube fishing week-

end. Crystal Lake is located just south of Leadville at 10,500

feet. The shoreline of this lake is treeless, so fishing from shore

is possible. The fish are stocked but not stupid.

If you don’t like that offering, the Arkansas River is near-

b y, and you can access many miles of the river at several places

from Leadville to Granite.  

This is the valley of the Collegiate Peaks, and it is spec-

tacular!  Come along for the fishing but also for the scenery.

RED FEATHER LAKES

NW of Fort Collins, CO

Weekend Trip: June 27-28 

Red Feather Lakes is a popular area located about 50 miles

n o rthwest of Fort Collins.  Six of the 14 lakes are open for fish-

ing. There are three campgrounds: West Lake, Parvin Lake

and Dowdy Lake. Most members are staying at Dowdy

Lake, but it is currently full. Other members are booked in the

West Lake Campground. Make your re s e rvations by visiting

re c re a t i o n . g o v A S A P. If you can’t come up for the weekend,

this place is close enough to Denver and Fort Collins to

make a day trip of it.  — AE

SNEAK PEEKS

Karen Williams is our googlegroup master.

Karen Williams is our googlegroup master.

K a ren Williams is our googlegroup master.

Contact Karen Williams for questions or

e n rollment in c w f Ta l k @ g o o g l e g ro u p s . c o m.

Email her at karenwilliam@comcast.net.
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Fly Rod

NO, it doesn’t have to be four- to five hundred dollars!
You can get a nice rod for around $120 to $150.  5-weight, 4-
piece,  8 or 9 feet is a nice average all-around rod.
Reel & Line

Figure about $60 - $80 for the reel. Line for about $30 will
be fine for your first summer — weight forward  floating line.
If you buy the reel and line together, ask the fly shop staff to put
the line on the reel and ask if they’ll put a butt section on it – bright
color. This way you’ll be able to see the end of your line and
the beginning of your leader.
B o o t s

You can pick up a pair of boots for as little as $50 and up through
$200. Wear thick socks, or better yet, wear your waders when
you try them on — the wader sock is usually large.
Wa d e rs  

You can purchase a pair of breathable waders starting around

$80 to $90.  If you get a pair of chest waders make sure it has
a belt… that belt is important in case you happen to fall in the
river.
Ve s t

Get a vest that has lots of pockets. Borrow one of the shop’s
l a rger fly boxes and make sure it fits into a pocket or two — very
important. They’re about $20 and up.
N e t

Basic net … about $20.
S u n g l a s s e s

Polarized is best for your eyes — and to see fish in the water:
$10 to $12, and up. 
E x t ra s, But Needed

Tippet: 1 reel each of 4x and 5x should hold you for most areas.
Figure $2.50 to $12 (for fluorocarbon tippet)

Nippers to cut your tippet when tying on a fly – cheap.
Forceps (hemostats): $2.00 and up.

From the Presidential Suite

Joanie McCord, President

OK … I’ve joined this flyfishing club … now what do I do?  What equipment do I need?  I’ve heard
it’s all so expensive, and I don’t have any extra money … HELP!

We l l , h e re ’s some help:

Question: Which fly shop should I go to?  

Answer: Any fly shop on your side of town.

Happy shopping!

M E M B E R S H I P  

ROSTERS, WEBSITE AND PASSWORD INFORMATION

BY MARIA SCORDATO, DIRECTO R

THE WEBSITE HAS AN UPDATED ROSTER AS OF APRIL 9. To access the roster from the Colorado Women Flyfishers website, go
to http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org and follow the instructions below:

1. Access website
2. Click on For Members Only
3. Click on CWF Members Only in blue box
4. Enter User ID & Password: 

See the April, 2009 Roster included in your April, 2009 newsletter.
5. Click on Member Community 
6. You are on your way.
For password, member information and roster changes, please contact me at rscordots@yahoo.com.  For website information, please

contact Deb Nelson at deb_nelson @comcast.net.
CWF welcomes all new and returning members for 2009.  The CWF Board would like to keep a record of the year everyone original-

ly joined the club.  This will allow us to determine our membership retention ratio.  Therefore, if you joined before 2009, please email your
enrollment year to me at rscordots@yahoo.com, and we will update the roster.  Remember to check out the website for all roster changes,
Club trips and events coming up this season.  

We wish you an exciting, rewarding and beautiful experience fly fishing this year.■

FOR SALE: $140 package deal, perfect for someone just getting started. Sage rod (DS 590 Graphite II), 5 wt., 2 piece, 9 feet; two

rod cases (an aluminum case and a fly reel-on-case) Orvis reel with 5 wt, floating, weight forward line; vest with nippers and 

forceps. All lightly used. Contact Nancy Sherman 303-233-1167,  or email anglers@peoplepc.com.
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S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T S  

A SUCCESSFUL NEW MEMBER SOCIAL  

BY MARION ROPER, D IRECTO R

S
u n d a y, March 22nd was our first New Member Social, held at
my home.  We had 14 new members and six existing members.
The purpose of the social was to allow new members— and
not so new  —  to meet and become acquainted with other mem-

bers of CWF in a casual setting.  We enjoyed burgers, hot dogs, beer,
wine and sodas.  

It was such a success that we will have our Second New Mem-
ber Social on Sunday afternoon, June 7th at my home in Roxborough
Park, which is near Waterton Canyon.  All members are invited and
you don’t have to be a new member to attend.  
Summer Picnic 

Our Summer Picnic will be on Tu e s d a y, July 7th at Progress Park
in Wheat Ridge.  We will begin around 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:00.
Food will be provided by M & D Barbeque.  

D o n ’t forget to bring fishing items for our Annual Gearage Sale.
More details will be in our June Newsletter. ■

M E M B E R  N E W S  

TRAVELERS AND MEDIA STARS  

BY ARLYS WA R F I E L D

THE BIG EXCITEMENT IS M A R I A S C O R D ATO M A R R I E D
James P. Landis on April 24, and they traveled on their honeymoon
to Morocco! She will be missed at the May meeting’s front table,
but we all know she will find a way to return in June.

Other travelers in the Club include Jody Ye h l e , who went to Cleve-
land to see relatives and to fish steelhead in the Great Lakes. N a n c y
S h e r m a n and Arlys Wa r f i e l d returned in February from their
lengthy trip trout fishing in Patagonia. Russ and Diane Kyncl w e r e
seen basking on beaches in Mexico. Nobody lost their luggage.

Next month, Brian and M a ry Kuchynka will be fishing on the
Smith River in Montana for two 5-day float trips. Too much fun!
Media Stars 

Diane Meyer is the featured angler on the Colorado Fishing Map
and M a ry Kuchynka (see page 2) and her Arkansas River brown
trout can be seen in the 2009 Central Colorado Fishing Guide. ■

G R E AT GROUP G reat day, great food, great conversation at the first CWF New Member Social.
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CWF Board of

Directors 2009

President

Joanie McCord

scottishfisher@comcast.net

Vice President

Mary Manka

erinchrism@earthlink.net

Secretary

Jody Yehle

jyehle@gmail.com

Treasurer

Betty Peterson

betty@bettypeterson.com

Education 

Anne Zadrazil

anne.zadrazil@uch.edu

Fundraising/Raffles 

Vacant

Membership

Maria Scordato

rscordots@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor

Arlys Warfield

arlyswarfield@comcast.net

Public Events

Dawn Blom

dawnblom@comcast.net

PR-Outreach

Mary Ellen Freas

mefreas42@msn.com

Special Projects

Marion Roper

marion.roper@comcast.net

Trips

Anita English

SB33MVP@aol.com

Newsletter

Copy and art deadline is the 15th of

every month.

Editor and Publisher  Arlys Wa rf i e l d

Proofreaders  Connie Rogers, 

Miki Seeley, Nancy Sherman,  

Jody Ye h l e

Production  Jane Francen,

C a rol Stegink, Nancy Sherm a n

Printer Alpha Graphics, Denver

Webmaster

deb_nelson@comcast.net

cwfTalk@google

groups.com

Email subscription questions to

karenwilliam@comcast.net

Membership Roster

Email ro s t e r c o rrections to 

Maria Scordato at

rscordots@yahoo.com

MIDGE CAROL   Stegink hasn’t met a fish she couldn’t catch . . .  and, look, she’s smiling!

MIDGE NANCY   Sherman has a way with fish . . . and with dogs, who wished she would drop it.

MIDGE JANE   The Francen eyes clearly depict those on the midge adult.

P H O T O  E S S A Y  

MIDGE CLUSTER* SEEN ON CHEESMAN CANYON TRIP

* Small things seen in groups of three 

waving antennae at edge of rivers;

have protective covering for all 

kinds of weather; stacked end-to- 

end, they don’t reach Chris Juvan’s

eyebrows.
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"... Listen to the river

sing sweet songs to

rock my soul."

F R O M  T H E  S O N G  “ B R O K E - D O W N

PA L A C E , ”  LY R I C S  B Y  R O B E R T

H U N T E R  A N D  J E R R Y  G A R C I A ,  

I N  T H E  1 9 7 0  G R AT E F U L  D E A D

A L B U M ,  “ A M E R I C A N  B E A U T Y. ”   

With our thanks to Kim Lyons, 
confirmed “Deadhead” and 
newsletter editor of Northwest
Women Flyfishers in Seattle.

L A S T  C A S T

CWF 2009 MEMBERSHIP 
Membership for Calendar Year  (January - December)

____   RENEWAL  (Member since ____ )

____   NEW MEMBER  (over 18?    yes___  no ___ ) 

Name:___________________________________________________________    Date: ______________________

Address:__________________________________________City_________________State_____ Zip__________

Home Phone:___________________________      E-mail: ____________________________________________

Other Phone [specify CELL (c) or WORK (w)]:

_______________________________________ 

Flyfishing Ability: (circle one)         Professional           Advanced          Intermediate          Beginner

I would like to serve on the following committees: (Circle as many as you like!) Education    Membership

Programs      Special Projects     Public Events       Outreach/PR        Newsletter    Raffles/Funding    Trips 

*MAILTO COLORADO WOMEN FLYFISHERS, P. O. BOX 101137, DENVER, CO 80250 - 1137

* Enclose Signed Acknowledgment of Risk and Release of Liability Form. 

Contact Maria Scordato, Membership Director, at rscordots@yahoo.com for copy.

The Club does not sell or trade or give away members’ contact information 

to outside vendors. Rosters are printed for members‘ personal use only.

Enclose a check for $30 made payable to Colorado Women Fly-
fishers. Members are required to sign an Acknowledgment of
Risk and Release of Liability Form as a condition of membership.

C L U B  T R I P  R E P O R T  

TWIN THRILLS ON APRIL 11 — TRIP A SUCCESS 

BY NANCY SHERMAN,  TRIP COORDINATO R

O
ur second official trip in 2009 —
and the first to actually take place
— gave ten of us the choice of the
South Platte River in Cheesman

Canyon or at Deckers. We had good
driving, good weather and good fishing
conditions — and neither place was
crowded! 

The four ladies fishing above Deck-
ers (Anita English, Chris Juvan, Diane
Kyncl and Maria Scordato) had hatch-
ing blue-winged olives, while the six in
the canyon (Jane Francen, Kim Green-
field, Barbara Kelly, Nancy Sherman,
Carol Stegink and Deb Tooley) had to
settle for fishing mayfly nymphs. 

Fish were fooled and caught at both
l o c a t i o n s . ■

LOOKING GOOD Beginning flyfisher Barbara

Kelly practices new skills on the South Platte.
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