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A sociable club for women who fly fish                                                                                                 April 2016 

 
 

Apri l  MEETINGS  
 

DENVER CLUB MEETING 

April 5, 2016 

5:30 – 6:30 SOCIAL HOUR 

5:45 – 6:15 GET HOOKED - EDUCATION 

6:30 – 7:15 DINNER 

7:15 – 7:30 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

7:30 – 8:30 PROGRAM 
PLACE: 

 PICCOLO’S RESTAURANT (BANQUET ROOM) 

 3563 S. MONACO PARKWAY, DENVER 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

April 12, 2016 

PLACE: 

BASS PRO - FIREPLACE ROOM                                   

6:30 – 8:30 MEETING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

April 14: Hank Patterson new movie THE MYSTERY OF 
THE CUTTYRAINBROWN premiere 

http://www.theorientaltheater.com/event/242030/
hank-patterson-and-the-mystery-of-the-
cuttyrainbrown 

 
April 20: New Member Social, beginning at 5:30 P.M., 
at the Colorado Parks & Wildlife Education Conference 
Room, 6060 Broadway, Denver. 

 
April 24: Rocky Mtn Arsenal Beginners on the Water 

Welcome New Members 

Adrienne Abrams   Wilmette IL 

Sandra Desmarais  Westminster CO 

Kimberly Fitzgerald  Highlands Ranch CO 

Esther Harnsberger  Denver CO 

Virginia Holtzman-Bell Niwot CO 

Coleen Reusche  Denver CO 

Bonnie Saville   Lakewood CO 

Kyler Turnbull   Littleton CO 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
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 APRIL DENVER CHAPTER MEETING PROGRAM 
      Submitted by: Rheana Gavagan; VP & Program Chair    
 

Getting into Fly Fishing for Under $100 – with John Davenport 

 

For our April Denver Chapter Meeting we warmly welcome accomplished author and fly fisherman, John 

Davenport. John will be sharing his valuable insights with our group about how to get yourself, a friend or 

any newcomer into this wonderful sport without killing your bank account. For you long-timers, we can 

also all learn a trick or two about how to continue to pursue our craft and save a little dough (for more 

flies!) in the meantime. This information is, literally, priceless.  

John Davenport is the author of many fly fishing titles (including his popular book Getting into Fly Fishing for 

Under $100), a conservationist, and has been a lifelong angler pursuing trout in 21 states and 17 countries- 

with that list ever-growing.  The focus of John's books and blogs (fishb4ufly.blogspot.com) are to answers 

the trout angler's most pressing questions in a fun and unique way. Some of you may also recognize 

John’s name from when he was the officiator for the International Fly Fishing Competition, The Americas 

Cup and the Denver Carp Slam.  Davenport lives in Denver, Colorado, and is currently the eNewsletter 

Editor for Denver Trout Unlimited.  

 

 

Denver Chapter March Guest- John Davenport 

 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
http://fishb4ufly.blogspot.com/
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 “ ”draising! 
  Submitted by: Jane Retherford 

 
The “Brats and Dogs” Sale at Bass Pro the weekend of March 19th and 20th was a big success earning 

over $1,500 for the club!  Saturday started out chilly with snow and icicles but by the afternoon the 

sun broke thru and the rest of the day was sunny.  All the foot traffic to Bass Pro had to pass the 

wonderful aroma coming off our grill.  Approximately 168 bratwursts and 160 hot dogs were sold on 

Saturday.  On Sunday (Palm Sunday) the crowds were thinner and 137 bratwursts and another 160 hot 

dogs were sold.  Thank you to all the volunteers who participated: Karen Williams, Melody Mohigh, 

Rachel Kopp, Janice Zoeller, Linda Cochran, Carol Mentasti, Julie Heeg, Deb Nelson, Donna Ennis, 

Debbie and Bob Holmberg, Cherrie Buskohl, Willi Tebow, Cindy Bradley, Sue Holton, Kimberly Travis, 

and Sherry Schrantz. 

 

 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
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Education 
  Submitted by:  April Archer & Cyndy Scholz, Education co-directors 
 

Beginners’ Clinic 

We hosted our annual CWF Beginners’ Clinic at Cabela’s in Thornton on Sunday, March 20th. This year, we had 

14 eager-to-learn participants and 6 volunteers. We covered rigging, knots, safety, conservation, gear, and 

casting. The day was lively and informative, and the ladies are ready to test their skills on the water! Thanks 

again to the volunteers for their help. 

Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge ~ Beginners’ on the Water day & Club trip 

Date:                      04/24/2016 (Sun.) 

Time:                      9:00am - 2:00 pm MDT 

Location:                Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge 

6550 Gateway Road, Commerce City, CO 80022 

Visitor Center:        303-289-0930 

Trip Coordinators:  April Archer (303-908-1933) and Cyndy Scholz (303-507-3068) or 

education@colowomenflyfishers.org 

GPS Location:       39.820071, -104.862521 

RSVP:                   on Signup Genius at: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054ba9ad2ea02-cwftrip  

 

Note: We’re trying to have an idea how many people of each “level” are coming — so we can do small group 

instruction or help pair people together for 1-hour increments. 

 

The Rocky Mountain Arsenal trip is open to all CWF members/guests and it is also the on-the-water follow 

up day for the Beginner Clinic. We will have some equipment available, but we highly encourage everyone to 

bring their own. This is a National Wildlife Refuge, and with more than 330 species of animals, it is quite 

common to see bison, deer, eagles, etc. There are 2 lakes for fishing. Wading is allowed at Lake Ladora. If 

you’re an intermediate/advanced angler, we hope you’ll be a buddy for an hour! You can sign up with your 

level of experience through Signup Genius at http://bit.ly/1WonLxm. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
mailto:education@colowomenflyfishers.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054ba9ad2ea02-cwftrip
http://bit.ly/1WonLxm
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Education… continued 

 
Intermediate Clinic 

The Intermediate/Advanced Clinic will occur at the North Fork Ranch on Saturday, April 30. The clinic filled in 
just 3 hours (this is a Club record!). We are now in the process of planning the day's activities and cycle of 
sessions. Information will be sent out to the clinic participants as we get closer to the clinic day. 
 
We wish that everyone could participate but due to the private waters and water pressure, we could only 
take 16 people. This is both exciting and challenging for us as we navigate the interests/desires of our 
members. We are thrilled that there is so much enthusiasm, yet we recognize that not everyone who wanted 
to attend is able to do so.  
 
Going forward, we will announce the date/time that a registration will begin (similar to concert ticket sales) 
so that members can plan accordingly.  
  
Also, with the heavy interest in clinics like this, and the limitation of the number of participants, Cyndy and 
April will look into further opportunities. One idea includes an advanced casting clinic by Robin Brown 
(Northern CWF member and IFFF certified casting instructor). We are also looking into adding clinic 
opportunities on our fishing trips, with Lisa Sewald (Trips Director). Although we won’t have additional 
budget funds for 2016, we are glad to consider other ways to bring more education opportunities to the CWF 
members. 
  
Please let us know your ideas, especially if we can provide to a bigger group.  Thank you! 
 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
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Membership 
  Submitted by: Sue Holton 

 

I have truly enjoyed Penny Dietrich’s new ideas, laughter and enthusiasm she contributed 

while serving as Membership Co-Chair to CWF!!!  Sadly, for us, Penny has decided to leave 

her position as Membership co-chair because she will be pursuing her bicycling interest for 

a while.  When she’s in town, we’ll all see her smiling face volunteering and fishing like 

crazy!!!  

I could use several volunteers to help with the registration table at the monthly meetings 

each month. If you are interested, please contact me via email:  

membership@colowomenflyfishers.org .  See you all on Tuesday, April 5! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winning ticket for the Orvis Superfine Glass fly rod was drawn at the March 1st members meeting.  The winner 

was Will Larkin, who bought the ticket from the CWF volunteers selling at Bass Pro.  Mr. Larkin picked up his winning 

rod the following day, as he was on his way to fish the Bighorn River in Thermopolis, Wyoming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
mailto:membership@colowomenflyfishers.org
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Sandy Wright was the winner of the Orvis $25 gift card at the CWF meeting on March 1st.  

Congratulations Sandy! 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
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Technology Tidbit 
  Submitted by: Deb Nelson 

 

Link to the 2016 Colorado Fishing license renewal 

It’s that time of year again.  Your 2015 fishing license is expiring on March 31, 2016.  Fortunately, 

you don’t have to look very far if you choose to renew online vs. going into a store to get your 2016 

license.  The more often you to do it online, the easier it is.  As soon as you enter your info, the rest of 

the info pops up. 

Go to our CWF web site.  You do not need to log in.  Look under the Resources Menu and you will see 

the Colorado Fishing Licenses menu item or follow this link - 

https://www1.co.wildlifelicense.com/start.php.  

The first thing you are prompted for is whether you are a resident of Colorado or not.  Once you 

make your choice you are asked for Residency Proof.  Your driver’s license number is usually the 

easiest to put your hands on.  Then, enter how long you have lived here, your DL number, the first 10 

characters of your last name and your birthdate.   

You will be given a temporary license number once you pay.  Print that page out and use it until you 

get your new one in the mail. 

The cost automatically includes a habitat stamp by default.  See below: 

  

Code  License Name     License &App Fees  WES  S&R Total 

012  RES FISHING ANNUAL    $25.00   $0.75  $0.25 $26.00 

059  HABITAT STAMP WITH A LICENSE  $10.00    $0.00  $0.00  $10.00 

 

See you on the river! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
https://www1.co.wildlifelicense.com/start.php
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Guest Article - THE PASSION OF FLY FISHING 
  Submitted by: Robin C. Brown 

  FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor 

  Collins, CO 

 

 

What is it about a stream and trout that captures our spirit and imagination?  I know when I am headed 

toward a stream, my hands get clammy and my heart starts to race.  Even the night before I have trouble 

sleeping as the adrenaline rush begins and thoughts of rainbows tugging on my line race across my mind, over 

and over! 

The old go-to rivers create the same excitement as new rivers.  That sense of familiarity, knowing where the 

trout lie, and knowing the hatches provide that reassurance of catching trout.  Yet, a new stream is a 

challenge, an opportunity to test yourself against the best of what nature has to offer.  It offers a chance to 

test your skills and knowledge in regard to reading rivers, assessing bugs, determining technique.  Fly fishing a 

new river can be frustrating, but when you get the chance to set the hook, all is right in the world again. 

If I lack a particular ability on the river, it is not taking the time to just enjoy where I am at that moment.  I can 

become so fixated on finding and catching trout that the beauty of the place can escape me.   That just makes 

me yearn to go again to those amazing places like hiking the Gill Trail into Cheesman Canyon; standing in the 

San Juan River and just breathing; floating the Grey Reef, appreciating such an incredible and productive river 

in the middle of wind, bramble bushes, and dry grass, and finding solace and space on the Poudre River. 

I think what brings me back again and again to fly fishing is that I never stop learning.  This is an endeavor, a 

passion which just keeps on giving.  And once that passion grabs you, it becomes your life blood, that 

experience that provides balance and joy and challenge to your existence.   

I hope with all my heart that our citizenry will become wiser and more vocal, and choose to stand up and fight 

for our rivers and cold-water trout.  Nothing could be more selfish than denying future generations the pure 

joy we now experience through fly fishing. 

 

“I may forget some of the trout I catch in the stream, but I shall never forget the beautiful places where I catch 

them.”  Robin C. Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/


 
 

   
colowomenflyfishers.org    Page 11 

 
 

 

TRIPS 
     Submitted by: Lisa Sewald 

The July 22-24 week-end trip is scheduled for the Yampa River.  While there are several different 
camping and lodging options, as well as fishing opportunities, Stagecoach State Park is closest to 
Denver and also close to accessible water.  It has been our trip headquarters in the past and will be 
again.  There is also camping at the KOA in Steamboat Springs and at Yampa River State Park in 
Hayden.  About half of the sites at Stagecoach State Park are still available as of March 2. 

Steamboat Flyfishers will give all Colorado Women Flyfisher members a 10% discount on 
merchandise.  They also have a guide service (wade only that time of year) from $260 for a 1/2 
day/one person to $435 for a full day for two people.  Guided access to private water with rod fees 
from $100 to $200 is also available.  Their phone number is 970-870-6552 

For information on fishing the Yampa, check the website, www.coloradofishing.net/ft_yampa.htm.  If 
you have any questions, email Barb Conroy at barbconroy@msn.com. 

 

Lisa Sewald discusses all the fun trips planned for members this year. March Member Meeting 

 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
tel:970-870-6552
http://www.coloradofishing.net/ft_yampa.htm
mailto:barbconroy@msn.com
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Special Projects  
  Submitted by MELODY MOHIGH 

 
 CWF has several events coming up for everyone to be involved.  For those of you who haven’t 
signed up for points yet for the Progressive Tournament, you will have even more opportunities as we 
move through the Season. Remember the tournament isn’t just for catching fish but it’s also being 
involved.  Any CWF member who participates earns points for events listed on the 2016 Progressive 
Tournament page of the CWF Website.  Board members are also eligible to earn points as long as they 
are other than their own programs.   
 

Got ideas for bonus points?  How about volunteering for cleaning up a river or participating in 
an event with Project Healing Waters, or Casting for Recovery?    Remember, submit your points 
through the 2016 Progressive Tournament link on the CWF Webpage, beginning with the CWF meeting, 
February 2nd, through October 31, 2016.  We want every eligible CWF member to participate; whether 
you live in Pueblo, Wyoming, or somewhere in-between.  It doesn't cost anything to join the fun and 
prizes will be awarded.   Check out the page or contact me at projects@colowomenflyfishers.org.   
 
 Are you a new CWF member within the last year?  We hope you will join us at the New 
Member’s Social, beginning at 5:30 P.M., April 20, 2016 at the Colorado Parks & Wildlife Education 
Conference Room, 6060 Broadway, in Denver.  The Social will include plenty of refreshments, displays, 
information, gifts, conversation and all around good fun.   New and seasoned members will receive 
more information at the April meetings and as we get closer to the event.  If you would like to be on the 
committee or need more information as we get closer to the event, contact me at 
projects@colowomenflyfishers.org or look for your invite in cwftalk or an "eblast" message very soon.    
 In the meantime, do something a little crazy; send in your activity points and Keep Fishing! 

 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/
mailto:projects@colowomenflyfishers.org
mailto:projects@colowomenflyfishers.org
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Presidential Suite: 
Submitted by:  Amy Slaughter, President 

 

The spring fishing season has arrived! We do live in Colorado so snow can 
appear after several days of 70-degree weather just like happened a few days 
ago.  As I write the sun is shining, the snow is melting, and there are a few 
clouds above.  A perfect day to be on the water, and better yet, a great day to 
catch up with some members to go fishing.  I think I will do just that! 

Since my brain is drifting to fishing instead of writing, this is probably a good time to remind our wonderful 
club members of a few rules to follow. First and foremost, we are a non-profit fly fishing club for women and 
an important part of our mission is to introduce and educate other women on the joys of fly fishing. Sharing 
and education can still guide us on our own personal quest to become better fly fishers, learn different 
techniques, share the skills we have, and have a good time doing it. While doing this we need to treat each 
other with respect, have fun, and represent the club well. Follow stream etiquette, share your section of 
water, don’t stay in one spot all day, be polite to others that might not be following the stream rules, and lend 
a helping hand to those that may be struggling.  

The first trip of the season to fish the Big Thompson was a great example of doing all of these things.  
Members meeting and helping each other set up their rigs; walking the river to find a good spot to fish, and 
then helping each other to land the first fish of the season.  Smiles and laughter were shared and several folks 
walking the Estes Trail stopped to comment on how much fun we seemed to be having! 

I hope to see many of you on the water, at one of our great clinics, at13 one of our club meetings, or around a 
campfire telling wonderful fishing stories very soon. Let’s go fishing and have fun!  

Colorado Women Flyfishers 2016 Board of Directors 

President Amy Slaughter president@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Vice President Rheana Gavagan vp@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Secretary Kimberly Travis secretary@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Treasurer Jolene Pilcher payments@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Education Co-Director April Archer education@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Education Co-Director Cyndy Scholz education@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Events Director Val Robinson events@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Fundraising Director Jane Retherford fundraising@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Membership Director Sue Holton membership@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Special Projects Director Melody Mohigh projects@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Trips Director Lisa Sewald trips@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Newsletter Director Julie Heeg newsletter@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Technology Co-Director Kris Trierweiler technology@colowomenflyfishers.org 

Technology Co-Director Deb Nelson webmaster@colowomenflyfishers.org 
 

http://www.colowomenflyfishers.org/

